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Note: Quarterly figures may increase slightly in subsequent reports as outstanding stop/search forms are added after publication.
Data Quality: These figures are derived from paper returns that are completed by police officers and collated by local Police 
Districts. Aggregate data are then forwarded to Central Statistics Unit on a quarterly basis who then perform a range of validation 
checks before publishing the data.

Key Statistics - 1st July to 30 September 2009
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Number of persons stopped/searched under PACE and subsequent arrests by reason for search: 2008/09 - 2009/10

Number of persons stopped/searched/questioned by Legislation: 2008/09 - 2009/10

Figures by gender and ethnicity are presented later in this report.

Page 12

There were 10,265 persons stopped and searched under Section 44 of the Terrorism Act. This a marked increased from the 
3,568 persons stopped and searched under this legislation last quarter (an increase of 188%), although this increase can be largely
attributed to Operation Descent*. Of the 10,265 stopped and searched this quarter, 39 persons were subsequently arrested.

Number of persons stopped/searched under PACE and subsequently arrested by gender and ethnicity by Area and District: 1 July to 30 September 
2009
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PACE/ Terrorism Act/ Justice and Security Act - Stop and Search Statistics
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Page 5Number of persons stopped/searched under PACE by reason for search by Area and District: 1 July to 30 September 2009

There were 6,074 persons stopped and searched under PACE of whom 483 persons were subsequently arrested.
1,697 persons were stopped and questioned under Section 21 of the Justice and Security Act and 166 persons were 
stopped and searched under JSA Section 24. Ten people were subsequently arrested (8 after JSA S21 and 2 after JSA S24).

* Operation Descent ran from 18th September 2009 to 1st October 2009 and involved an increase in vehicle check points and high visibility patrols.

Number of persons stopped/searched under JSA Section 24 and subsequently arrested by gender and ethnicity by Area and District: 1 July to 30 
September 2009

Number of persons stopped/questioned under JSA Section 21 and subsequently arrested by gender and ethnicity by Area and District: 1 July to 30 
September 2009

Number of persons stopped/searched under TACT Section 44 and subsequently arrested by gender and ethnicity by Area and District: 1 July to 30 
September 2009
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Number of persons stopped and searched under PACE 4,626 5,437 5,380 4,568 5,337 6,074

Number of persons stopped and searched under TACT S43 16 9 13 18 15 28
Number of persons stopped and searched under TACT S44 1,341 1,657 2,524 4,026 3,568 10,265
Number of persons stopped and questioned under JSA Section 21** ^ 28 31 14 39 482 1,697
Number of persons stopped and searched under JSA Section 24** ^ 111 154 55 54 96 166
Total* 6,122 7,288 7,986 8,705 9,498^ 18,230

Source: Central Statistics Unit, Police Service of Northern Ireland

Page 2

Number of persons stopped/searched and stopped/questioned under PACE, Terrorism Act and Justice and Security Act - Trend Information
2009/102008/09

1 Apr to 30 
Jun 2008

1 Apr to 30 
Jun 2009

1 Jul to 30 
Sep 2008

* Please note that this is not the total number of persons stopped and searched/questioned as a stop and search/question can be carried out under two different legislations e.g. TACT 
S44 and JSAS21

Number of persons stopped/searched and stopped/questioned under PACE, Terrorism Act and Justice and Security Act - Trend Information

1 Jan to 31 
Mar 2010

1 Oct to 31 
Dec 2009

1 Jul to 30 
Sep 2009

1 Oct to 31 
Dec 2008

1 Jan to 31 
Mar 2009

^ Note the total for 1 April to 30 June 2009 has increased due to the submission of late forms since the last report was issued .
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Section 1: PACE - Stop and Searches

Source: Central Statistics Unit, Police Service of Northern Ireland
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Searches Arrests Searches Arrests Searches Arrests Searches Arrests Searches Arrests Searches Arrests Searches Arrests Searches Arrests

Stolen property 550 76 585 94 587 102 594 104 616 108 677 103
Drugs 2,492 176 2,917 202 2,546 158 2271 159 2,681 189 3,237 172
Firearms etc 60 6 72 4 83 9 51 5 75 9 78 11
Offensive weapon 338 42 472 72 456 73 296 42 359 59 472 52
Going equipped 774 52 924 73 1,000 109 922 50 972 89 1,033 67

Others 625 87 669 73 972 63 583 67 791 82 721 94
Not specified 7 - - - 32 3 52 2 28 1
Total Persons* 4,626 415 (9.0%) 5,437 492 (9.0%) 5,380 487 (9.2%) 4,568 415 (9.1%) 5,337 501 (9.4%) 6,074 483 (8.0%)

Page 4

*Note: As a person can be stopped/ searched for more than one reason, the number of stop/ searches by reason does not sum to the total number of persons stopped/searched. Similarly the total arrests by reason 
will not add up to the total number of persons arrested 

Number of persons stopped/searched under PACE and subsequent arrests by reason for search - Trend Information

2008/09

1 Apr to 30 Jun 
2008

1 Jul to 30 Sep 
2008

1 Jul to 30 Sep 
2009

1 Jan to 31 Mar 
2009

1 Oct to 31 Dec 
2009

Source: Central Statistics Unit, Police Service of Northern Ireland
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Number of persons stopped/searched under PACE by reason for search - Trend Information
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Stolen property Drugs Firearms etc Offensive weapon Going equipped Others Not specified TOTAL PERSONS*

North Belfast 30 185 9 72 107 38 - 434
West Belfast 39 147 2 43 132 19 - 363
A District Total 69 332 11 115 239 57 - 797
East Belfast 34 66 - 26 97 30 - 237
South Belfast 120 232 2 40 143 123 - 629
B District Total 154 298 2 66 240 153 - 866
Ards 5 32 1 15 8 28 2 89
Castlereagh 11 39 8 1 20 5 8 88
Down 30 114 2 4 27 22 4 199

North Down 23 125 4 12 51 18 2 229

C District Total 69 310 15 32 106 73 16 605
Antrim 29 258 5 34 34 33 - 388
Carrickfergus 10 57 2 13 7 16 - 104
Lisburn 72 220 - 14 146 68 - 487
Newtownabbey 36 121 2 61 51 54 - 322
D District Total 147 656 9 122 238 171 - 1,301
Armagh 4 50 1 2 11 19 2 89
Banbridge - 14 - 4 1 4 - 23
Craigavon 23 167 3 26 23 9 3 252
Newry and Mourne 20 59 4 6 14 12 - 108
E District Total 47 290 8 38 49 44 5 472
Cookstown 6 136 - - 3 6 - 151
Dungannon 15 84 2 15 7 3 - 124
Fermanagh 12 42 - 9 12 5 7 87
Omagh 15 181 - 1 6 10 - 209
F District Total 48 443 2 25 28 24 7 571
Foyle 2 19 10 6 3 10 - 40
Limavady 12 166 1 1 28 11 - 219
Magherafelt 1 23 - 6 3 6 - 39
Strabane 17 78 - - 13 12 - 119
G District Total 32 286 11 13 47 39 - 417
Ballymena 57 406 16 21 50 54 - 601
Ballymoney 11 29 - - 4 10 - 53
Coleraine 24 118 1 31 15 58 - 239
Larne 2 43 3 7 10 22 - 87
Moyle 17 26 - 2 7 16 - 65
H District Total 111 622 20 61 86 160 - 1,045
NI Overall 677 3,237 78 472 1,033 721 28 6,074

Source: Central Statistics Unit, Police Service of Northern Ireland Page 5

Number of persons stopped/searched under PACE by reason for search by Area - 1 July to 30 September 2009

*Note: As a person can be stopped/ searched for more than one reason, the number of stop/ searches or arrests by reason does not sum to the total number of persons stopped/searched
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TOTAL 
PERSONS Male Female White Chinese

Indian 
Subcontinent Traveller Black Others

TOTAL 
PERSONS Male Female White Chinese

Indian 
Subcontinent Traveller Black Others

North Belfast 434 422 12 431 - 1 2 - - 40 40 - 39 - 1 - - -
West Belfast 363 362 1 363 - - - - - 26 26 - 26 - - - - -
A District Total 797 784 13 794 - 1 2 - - 66 66 - 65 - 1 - - -
East Belfast 237 229 8 233 - 2 1 1 - 15 13 2 14 - - - 1 -
South Belfast 629 588 41 605 3 2 5 9 5 68 65 3 66 1 - - - 1
B District Total 866 817 49 838 3 4 6 10 5 83 78 5 80 1 - - 1 1
Ards 89 75 14 88 - 1 - - - 7 5 2 7 - - - - -
Castlereagh 88 80 8 85 - - - - 3 7 6 1 7 - - - - -
Down 199 183 16 193 4 1 - - 1 14 13 1 14 - - - - -

North Down 229 212 17 225 - 1 - 1 2 13 11 2 12 - - - - 1

C District Total 605 550 55 591 4 3 - 1 6 41 35 6 40 - - - - 1
Antrim 388 335 53 387 - 1 - - - 51 42 9 51 - - - - -
Carrickfergus 104 83 21 104 - - - - - 15 13 2 15 - - - - -
Lisburn 487 434 53 482 - - 2 1 2 24 21 3 24 - - - - -
Newtownabbey 322 300 22 317 1 - - - 4 28 27 1 28 - - - - -
D District Total 1,301 1,152 149 1,290 1 1 2 1 6 118 103 15 118 - - - - -
Armagh 89 81 8 88 - - - 1 - 10 9 1 10 - - - - -
Banbridge 23 20 3 23 - - - - - 1 1 - 1 - - - - -
Craigavon 252 248 4 238 - - 4 3 7 12 12 - 11 - - - - 1
Newry and Mourne 108 96 12 107 - - 1 - - 8 5 3 8 - - - - -
E District Total 472 445 27 456 - - 5 4 7 31 27 4 30 - - - - 1
Cookstown 151 131 20 149 - 2 - - - 7 5 2 7 - - - - -
Dungannon 124 113 11 116 - - 1 6 1 8 8 - 8 - - - - -
Fermanagh 87 80 7 87 - - - - - 10 8 2 10 - - - - -
Omagh 209 191 18 203 - - 6 - - 6 4 2 6 - - - - -
F District Total 571 515 56 555 - 2 7 6 1 31 25 6 31 - - - - -
Foyle 40 36 4 40 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Limavady 219 207 12 219 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Magherafelt 39 36 3 39 - - - - - 3 3 - 3 - - - - -
Strabane 119 108 11 119 - - - - - 13 11 2 13 - - - - -
G District Total 417 387 30 417 - - - - - 16 14 2 16 - - - - -
Ballymena 601 537 64 594 - 5 1 1 - 59 53 6 58 - 1 - - -
Ballymoney 53 49 4 53 - - - - - 7 6 1 7 - - - - -
Coleraine 239 214 25 236 - - 3 - - 24 23 1 24 - - - - -
Larne 87 78 9 87 - - - - - 2 2 - 2 - - - - -
Moyle 65 60 5 65 - - - - - 5 5 - 5 - - - - -
H District Total 1,045 938 107 1,035 - 5 4 1 - 97 89 8 96 - 1 - - -
NI Overall 6,074 5,588 486 5,976 8 16 26 23 25 483 437 46 476 1 2 - 1 3

Source: Central Statistics Unit, Police Service of Northern Ireland
a Page 6

Subsequent Arrests
Number of persons stopped/searched under PACE by gender and ethnicity by Area - 1 July to 30 September 2009

Stop/ Searches
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Source: Central Statistics Unit, Police Service of Northern Ireland
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Section 2: Terrorism Act Section 43 & 44 - Stop and Searches
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TOTAL 
PERSONS Male Female White Chinese

Indian 
Subcontinent Traveller Black Others

TOTAL 
PERSONS Male Female White Chinese

Indian 
Subcontinent Traveller Black Others

North Belfast 2 2 - 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
West Belfast - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
A District Total 2 2 - 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
East Belfast 3 1 2 3 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
South Belfast 1 1 - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
B District Total 4 2 2 4 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Ards - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Castlereagh - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Down - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
North Down - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
C District Total - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Antrim 1 1 - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Carrickfergus - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Lisburn - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Newtownabbey - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
D District Total 1 1 - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Armagh 9 8 1 9 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Banbridge - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Craigavon - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Newry and Mourne 1 1 - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
E District Total 10 9 1 10 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Cookstown - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Dungannon - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Fermanagh 2 1 1 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Omagh - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
F District Total 2 1 1 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Foyle 2 2 - 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Limavady - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Magherafelt - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Strabane 3 3 - 3 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
G District Total 5 5 - 5 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Ballymena 3 2 1 3 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Ballymoney - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Coleraine - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Larne 1 1 - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Moyle - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
H District Total 4 3 1 4 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
NI Overall 28 23 5 28 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Source: Central Statistics Unit, Police Service of Northern Ireland
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Number of persons stopped/searched under Section 43 of the Terrorism Act by gender and ethnicity by Area - 1 July to 30 September 2009
Stop/ Searches Subsequent Arrests
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TOTAL 
PERSONS Male Female White Chinese

Indian 
Subcontinent Traveller Black Others

TOTAL 
PERSONS Male Female White Chinese

Indian 
Subcontinent Traveller Black Others

North Belfast 252 250 2 252 - - - - - 3 3 - 3 - - - - -
West Belfast 485 479 6 484 - - - - 1 2 2 - 2 - - - - -
A District Total 737 729 8 736 - - - - 1 5 5 - 5 - - - - -
East Belfast 1,241 1,112 129 1,210 11 6 1 9 4 3 3 - 3 - - - - -
South Belfast 717 650 67 694 8 5 - 5 5 7 6 1 7 - - - - -
B District Total 1,958 1,762 196 1,904 19 11 1 14 9 10 9 1 10 - - - - -
Ards 17 16 1 17 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Castlereagh 14 12 2 14 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Down 304 277 27 304 - - - - - 1 1 - 1 - - - - -
North Down 244 236 8 243 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - -

C District Total 579 541 38 578 1 - - - - 1 1 - 1 - - - - -
Antrim 173 154 19 172 - 1 - - - 2 2 - 2 - - - - -
Carrickfergus 138 132 6 138 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Lisburn 616 582 34 613 1 1 - 1 - 3 3 - 3 - - - - -
Newtownabbey 345 332 13 344 - - - - 1 1 1 - 1 - - - - -
D District Total 1,272 1,200 72 1,267 1 2 - 1 1 6 6 - 6 - - - - -
Armagh 94 90 4 91 1 - 2 - - 8 7 1 8 - - - - -
Banbridge 1 1 - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Craigavon 178 177 1 178 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Newry and Mourne 86 82 4 86 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
E District Total 359 350 9 356 1 - 2 - - 8 7 1 8 - - - - -
Cookstown 66 64 2 66 - - - - - 2 2 - 2 - - - - -
Dungannon 243 228 15 238 - 1 2 1 1 2 2 - 2 - - - - -
Fermanagh 313 300 13 313 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Omagh 95 91 4 92 - 1 2 - - - - - - - - - - -
F District Total 717 683 34 709 - 2 4 1 1 4 4 - 4 - - - - -
Foyle 2,203 2,068 135 2,198 - 1 - - 4 1 1 - 1 - - - - -
Limavady 741 689 52 739 - 2 - - - - - - - - - - - -
Magherafelt 305 294 11 304 - - - 1 - 1 1 - 1 - - - - -
Strabane 1,305 1,239 66 1,303 - - 1 - 1 3 3 - 3 - - - - -
G District Total 4,554 4,290 264 4,544 - 3 1 1 5 5 5 - 5 - - - - -
Ballymena 44 41 3 44 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Ballymoney 2 1 1 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Coleraine 40 35 5 40 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Larne 1 1 - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Moyle 2 1 1 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
H District Total 89 79 10 89 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
NI Overall 10,265 9,634 631 10,183 22 18 8 17 17 39 37 2 39 - - - - -

Source: Central Statistics Unit, Police Service of Northern Ireland
Page 9

Number of persons stopped/searched under Section 44 of the Terrorism Act by gender and ethnicity by Area - 1 July to 30 September 2009
Stop/ Searches Subsequent Arrests
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Source: Central Statistics Unit, Police Service of Northern Ireland
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Section 3: Justice and Security Act - Stop and Question/Stop and Searches
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TOTAL 
PERSONS Male Female White Chinese

Indian 
Subcontinent Traveller Black Others

TOTAL 
PERSONS Male Female White Chinese

Indian 
Subcontinent Traveller Black Others

North Belfast 97 95 2 97 - - - - - 1 1 - 1 - - - - -
West Belfast 140 140 - 139 - - - - 1 1 1 - 1 - - - - -
A District Total 237 235 2 236 - - - - 1 2 2 - 2 - - - - -
East Belfast 767 699 68 751 3 3 1 6 3 3 3 - 3 - - - - -
South Belfast 409 370 39 396 5 2 - 3 3 2 2 - 2 - - - - -
B District Total 1,176 1,069 107 1,147 8 5 1 9 6 5 5 - 5 - - - - -
Ards 6 5 1 6 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Castlereagh 62 61 1 62 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Down 11 11 - 11 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
North Down 23 23 - 23 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

C District Total 102 100 2 102 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Antrim 20 17 3 20 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Carrickfergus - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Lisburn 6 6 - 6 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Newtownabbey - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
D District Total 26 23 3 26 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Armagh 1 1 - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Banbridge 1 1 - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Craigavon - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Newry and Mourne 2 2 - 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
E District Total 4 4 - 4 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Cookstown - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Dungannon - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Fermanagh 13 13 - 13 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Omagh 25 23 2 25 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
F District Total 38 36 2 38 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Foyle 10 9 1 10 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Limavady - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Magherafelt 58 57 1 58 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Strabane 12 11 1 12 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
G District Total 80 77 3 80 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Ballymena 10 10 - 10 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Ballymoney 2 2 - 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Coleraine 22 21 1 22 - - - - - 1 1 - 1 - - - - -
Larne - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Moyle - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
H District Total 34 33 1 34 - - - - - 1 1 - 1 - - - - -
NI Overall 1,697 1,577 120 1,667 8 5 1 9 7 8 8 - 8 - - - - -

Source: Central Statistics Unit, Police Service of Northern Ireland
Page 11

Stop/ Question Subsequent Arrests
Number of persons stopped/questioned under Section 21 of the Justice and Security Act by gender and ethnicity by Area - 1 July to 30 September 2009
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TOTAL 
PERSONS Male Female White Chinese

Indian 
Subcontinent Traveller Black Others

TOTAL 
PERSONS Male Female White Chinese

Indian 
Subcontinent Traveller Black Others

North Belfast 11 11 - 11 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
West Belfast 20 20 - 20 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
A District Total 31 31 - 31 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
East Belfast 1 - 1 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
South Belfast 3 3 - 3 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
B District Total 4 3 1 4 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Ards - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Castlereagh - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Down - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
North Down - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

C District Total - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Antrim 4 4 - 4 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Carrickfergus - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Lisburn 5 5 - 5 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Newtownabbey - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
D District Total 9 9 - 9 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Armagh 1 1 - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Banbridge - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Craigavon - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Newry and Mourne 7 5 2 7 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
E District Total 8 6 2 8 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Cookstown 13 13 - 13 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Dungannon 3 3 - 3 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Fermanagh - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Omagh - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
F District Total 16 16 - 16 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Foyle - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Limavady - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Magherafelt 6 5 1 6 - - - - - 1 1 - 1 - - - - -
Strabane 13 10 3 13 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
G District Total 19 15 4 19 - - - - - 1 1 - 1 - - - - -
Ballymena 14 13 1 14 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Ballymoney 18 18 - 18 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Coleraine 42 34 8 41 1 - - - - 1 1 - 1 - - - - -
Larne - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Moyle 5 5 - 5 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
H District Total 79 70 9 78 1 - - - - 1 1 - 1 - - - - -
NI Overall 166 150 16 165 1 - - - - 2 2 - 2 - - - - -

Source: Central Statistics Unit, Police Service of Northern Ireland
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Stop/ Searches Subsequent Arrests
Number of persons stopped/searched under Section 24 of the Justice and Security Act by gender and ethnicity by Area - 1 July to 30 September 2009


