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O
n 12th August, PNB organised an educational
visit to the Maze/Long Kesh regeneration site.
Linda Girvan, from the OFMDFM, gave forty
teenagers a guided tour of the site. This includ-
ed one of the H Blocks and the prison hospital

as well as the cages area. 
Linda described the conditions under which the prisoners
lived and a former prisoner was also there to give first

hand accounts to the young people. 
Another speaker described the situation from a visitor's
point of view and how visiting the site in the 1980s im-
pacted upon her.
Some discussion centred round the hunger strike period
and some participants revealed that the said period
would be on their school curriculum this year and that
this visit would benefit their studies.

Youth Event Long Kesh 

Seán Crowe TD who was involved in the Youth Against H Blocks during the protest period in 1981
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A number of republican ex-prisoners
have participated in this very successful
training programme over the last 2-3
years.  
It is organised in conjunction with
BURC/trade unions and republican and
loyalist ex-prisoner groups and includes

training in A+ hardware and software,
Net + and Microsoft Certified Profession-
al.   
Previously, as part of the programme, the
participants have spent 5 weeks on
placement in South Africa during the lat-
ter element of the course.  Those from

our group who participated have highly
recommended the course.
A third 'run' of the course is due to com-
mence in September 2006 although it is
unlikely that the placement in South
Africa will happen due to funding restric-
tions.

ITC Training - a round-up

Mike Ritchie and Laurence McKeown were delighted to welcome former Fatah ministers Mr Qaddura Fares and Mr Abd ur Razzak to Coiste’s
office on Saturday 16 September 2006. Both had been ministers - dealing with the Israeli wall and prisoners/ex-prisoners respectively - in the
Palestinian Authority up until Hamas’ victory earlier this year. They were in Ireland at the invitation of the Glencree Reconciliation Centre, to
explore elements of the peace process. They informed Coiste of recent developments aimed at establishing a unity government for Palestine.
Mike and Laurence assured them of the deep solidarity felt by republicans for the Palestinian struggle.

Solidarity shown with Palestinians at 
recent visit to Belfast
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Left -right: 
Martina 
Anderson, 
Dominic 
Adams, 
Colin 
Halliday.
Below: local 
musicians 
entertain the
participants



COISTE.COMM MAY - SEPTEMBER 2006

5

� Coiste na nIarchimí held its 4th annual summer
school in Tí Chulainn, Mullaghbawn, South Armagh
from Wednesday 16th - Friday 18th August 2006.
The title of the event was 'Cherishing all the 
children of the nation equally?' and it was officially
opened by the Deputy Mayor of Newry and Mourne
Council, Sinn Féin councillor, Martin Connolly.

Annual Scoil
Samhraidh

Andrée Murphy, Matt Carthy, Elisha Mclaughlin and Toireasa Ní Fhearaíosa
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R
osie McCorley,
one of the organ-
isers of the event
said that, “The
summer school

gave participants an opportu-
nity to reflect upon where we
have come from and where
we hope to go. 

Given that this is the 90th an-
niversary of the Easter Rising
and the Proclamation we felt
it appropriate to use the
quote, “cherishing all the chil-
dren of the nation equally” as
it is a very relevant one today
in a rapidly changing Ireland. 
“It was fitting also that on the

25th anniversary of the 1981
hunger strike, we should re-
call Bobby Sands' words, 'our
revenge will be the laughter
of our children', which
brought in the themes of chil-
dren and imprisonment.
Young people demanded their
civil rights in the 1960s and in

Mary Lou McDonald, MEP pictured with Coiste staff

From left - Martina Anderson, Colin Halliday, Phil Scraton, Billy
McQuiston and Séanna Walsh

From left 
- Inez 
McCormack,
Fergus 
O’Hare, 
Anne Carr 
and Mina 
Wardle
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the three decades that fol-
lowed it was mainly young
people who filled the prisons.”
Reflecting the above ideas un-
der the broad theme of 'chil-
dren' the summer school
kicked off on Wednesday af-
ternoon with the first session
entitled, 'The future we give

our children'. This brought to-
gether representatives of
statutory bodies including the
Community Relations Council
and the NI Human Rights
Commission. 
Taking up the same theme lat-
er that evening, Mary Lou Mc
Donald MEP delivered a com-

pelling presentation on Sinn
Féin's view of what it means
to cherish all the children of
the nation equally. 
On the following two days the
summer school incorporated
workshops entitled, 'Children
of the 60s - raising a radical
voice'; Children of the conflict

Audience at the session featuring loyalist and republican ex-prisoners

From left 
- Bobby Gilmore,
Migrant Rights
Centre Ireland;
Linda Moore, 
NI Human Rights
Commission; 
Raymond 
McCartney,
chairperson 
of Coiste; 
Bunmi Salaka,
Louth African
Women’s 
Support Group;
Duncan Morrow,
Community 
Relations 
Council; 
James Doorley,
National 
Youth Council 
of Ireland
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- a generation imprisoned';
and 'A new generation - fol-
lowing tradition or breaking
new ground?' 
A broad range of speakers
gave excellent presentations,
some of them extremely per-
sonal, others funny and others

very moving. 
They came from a variety of
sectors including Community
Relations, ex-prisoners (loyal-
ist and republican), People's
Democracy, Civil Rights Move-
ment, Human Rights, Migrant
Rights and Sinn Féin young

political representatives. 
There was a refreshing and
energetic debate involving the
audience in each workshop
and the issues raised during
the formal sessions prompted
discussion which continued
well into the small hours of

From top 
- Andrée 
Murphy, 
Elisha
McLaughlin,
Matt 
Carthy

From top: some of the speakers in lively discussion; Mike Ritchie and
Andrew Rawding share a joke. Right: Mike Ritchie, director of Coiste

Pictured at poster launch of the Summer School
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the morning.
Rosie McCorley said that
Coiste was very happy with
the outcome of the event. 
“It's generally agreed that it
was a huge success, probably
our most successful to date. 
“People remarked on the qual-

ity of the debate, the easy flow
of the event, the excellent au-
dience participation, the
blend of humour, craic and se-
rious subject matter, and of
course, the high standard of
the accommodation. 
“We, as organisers, are de-

lighted to hear that partici-
pants found our event to have
been enjoyable and thought-
provoking and that all are
looking forward to Coiste's
5th annual Scoil Samhraidh
next year,” Coiste’s Rosie Mc-
Corley concluded.

Above left 
- right:
Toíreasa 
Ní Fhearaiosa;
local musicians
entertain 
summer school
participants

Top row (l-r) - Martin Connolly, Deputy mayor of Newry and Mourne Council; Bobby Gilmore, James Doorley, Duncan
Morrow, Laurence McKeown. Bottom row (l-r) - Linda Moore, Raymond McCartney, Bunmi Salako, Dominic Adams

Matt Carthy, Andrée Murphy, Elisha McLaughlin, Toíreasa Ní Fhearaiosa
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On Monday 19 June a number of re-
publicans from the Coiste network
held a showing of the film 'H3' in
Tar Anall.  This came about as a re-
sult of a request from a loyalist ex-
prisoner who said that a number of
people from his network were inter-
ested in seeing the film at a location
arranged by republicans.  They
asked that a group of loyalists and
republicans watch the film together
and then have a discussion after-
wards on relevant issues.
The PNB team are always open to
engaging with any group expressing
a desire to meet with republican ex-
prisoners but we were particularly
keen to take up this offer as we
have previously been unsuccessful
in securing any real engagements
with loyalist ex-prisoners.  
On the night, there were 6 republi-
cans and 8 loyalists.  The film was
watched very attentively and after-
wards there was a very active dis-
cussion on the issues raised in it.
Imprisonment in general was dis-
cussed in a very open and honest
way.  It was acknowledged by all
that the event was a very useful
and positive one which should have
happened a long time ago.   It was
also agreed that it should be the be-
ginning of a process involving fur-
ther engagements.

H3 Film
showing
with 
Loyalists
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� On 7 July Dave Bailey, an 
official designated 
representative for the
Leonard Peltier Defence
Committee, was invited by
Coiste to inform us of the
current situation regarding
the ongoing imprisonment
of Leonard Peltier and to
advise us on how we could
assist the campaign for 
his release. Dave then 
accompanied us to 
Tar Anall, the ex-prisoners'
centre on the Falls Road, 
to the unveiling of a quilt 
in memory of the 1981
hunger strikers. 

We print in full overleaf the text of a 
statement sent by Leonard Peltier 
commemorating the hunger strike: 

Leonard
Peltier

Laurence 
McKeown 
and Dave 

Bailey
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GREETINGS MY RELATIVES,

Again I must say 'my relatives' because
we are all related in one way or anoth-
er by natural design of the Creator and
by our common concerns for the earth
and freedom.  I have to acknowledge
that another year has passed since my
illegal imprisonment; thirty years have
gone by while I remain illegally incar-
cerated.
It seems that this year is one for reflec-
tion.  Relatives from struggles around
the world are stopping to reflect on the
lives of friends, comrades, and loved
ones who are now gone.  During the
past thirty years I have seen many peo-
ple leave my life and journey to the spir-
it world.  I have learned from the many
people that have come into my life the
true meaning of friendship and solidar-
ity.  With that, I must salute and ad-
dress my friends, brothers and com-
rades in Ireland.  I especially want to
express my condolences to the families
of the Hunger Strikers from a quarter-
century ago.  I want to send my
warmest greetings to my friend Gerry
Adams.  I also want to salute each of
my friends throughout Ireland that
have supported me for so many years.

I pray that you will continue to lend me
your support and consider me your
friend.
At this time, my friends and relatives in
Ireland are suffering loss, but also cel-
ebrating the memories of those from
their communities who have now gone
to the spirit world.  25 years ago you
lost 10 young men in the prime of their
lives.  Men who would have been start-
ing families or graduating from univer-
sity if they'd been born into a more just
society suffered in the most inhumane
way possible.  
When Bobby Sands died on May 5th,
1981, millions of people from around
the world joined their voices together
to condemn the British government
that allowed him to perish.  I joined my
voice to theirs.  I fasted in solidarity
with the Hunger Strikers for forty days
during that dreadful year.  Fasting is
something that I have done many
times, when I was a free man, while
participating in our sacred Sun Dance.
The sufferings of our relations in Ire-
land are pains that we as Indian people
know all too well.  
Our suffering, our fasting and our strug-
gling links us together with a common
bond.  That is why I say to you, there in

Ireland, you are my relatives.  As your
relative, let me join my thoughts, tears,
and prayers with yours as you com-
memorate your fallen, especially those
who died on Hunger Strike in 1981.  My
family and your families, my pain and
your pains, my people’s struggle and the
struggles of your people are all connect-
ed… we truly are all related. 
Thirty-one years ago the Lakota elders
asked for help and protection from the
GOON squad that was terrorizing the
Lakota Nation.  I, along with many oth-
ers, responded to that call.  I simply re-
sponded to a call to help others protect
our lands, culture and traditions.  I ask
that you not lose focus on the real issue,
which is that people suffering extreme
hardships need not be suffering?  Even
today we see children, women and eld-
ers being murdered in Pine Ridge and
Belfast, on Big Mountain in Navajo
country and in the Basque country in
Spain… and all in the name of justice.
From Chiapas to El Salvador and all
around this Mother Earth lands are be-
ing taken, cultures are being robbed of
their languages, and the extermination
of traditions are occurring on a daily ba-
sis.  
I must share with you that, as the years
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The 4th annual conference at
Teach Ban in Donegal this
year was attended by a di-
verse section of people repre-
senting many different com-
munities throughout the is-
land. The theme was “Identi-
ties of Choice- lifting the
bloodlines of ethnicity to the
lifelines of human rights”.
The conference began with
the opening address by Pat
Colgan CEO,
from the Spe-
cial European
Union Pro-
grammes Body
who informed
us as regards to
funding for the
future for the
Community and
Voluntary sec-
tor.
The theme for
the first session
was “A rights-
based or recon-
ciliation model of peace build-
ing”. The panel were intro-
duced and we heard the
views of Bernadette
McAliskey South Tyrone Em-
powerment Programme, Pete
Shirlow University of Ulster
and Professor William Sch-
abas Irish Centre of Human
Rights.
This was followed by round
table discussions and a ques-
tion and answer session.
After lunch we were treated
to a drama production, a mul-
ti media play with sound and
film slides documenting “ A
Traveller in Progress”.  This
was well received by the en-
thusiastic audience and fea-
tured traveller and former
Glenroe actor, Micheal Collins.
In the afternoon session there
was a choice of interesting
workshops. They ranged from

Women in Peace Building to
Identities of Ulster (Irish and
Ulster Scots).
The evening entertainment
was provided by Joe Mc Ma-
hon (Lesser spotted Ulster)
who gave a personal and hu-
mourous account of his ad-
ventures.
The second day of the confer-
ence began with Eamon Mc
Cann who also shared person-

al stories and
was followed by
three other
speakers who
gave their per-
spective on
Identities of
Choice.
The first of
these was Mag-
dalena Keirdele-
vics from the
Polish Cultural
and Information
Centre who gave
an account of

her experiences of life in this
country.
The next to speak was Ruth
Taillon who talked about “A
strand of the Protestant dias-
pora” and finally, William
Temple from the Apprentice
boys of Derry gave a very per-
sonal and informative talk. 
The Closing address was
made by Melanie Verwoerd
from the Mandela Rhodes
Foundation. 
On a more personal note, the
organisers and staff at An
Teach Ban have to be con-
gratulated for not only their
choice of topics and speakers
but on the entertainment, sur-
roundings and indeed the
whole atmosphere of this
wonderful event. I know that
both Rosie and myself look
forward to the 5th Annual
conference.

� “Identities
of Choice
- lifting the
bloodlines of
ethnicity to
the lifelines
of human
rights”

The fourth 
Annual 
conference at 
Teach Ban June
2006

have passed, every day I hear routinely
the sounds of my cell door opening in
the morning and closing at night.  Yet, I
have not forgotten what I was asked to
do when I was asked to respond to the
call our Elders sent- a cry for help.  Now
I once again must call on you for your
help.  I ask you to join your voices and
efforts with mine.  A young Cheyenne
man by the name of Dave Bailey is 
representing me in Ireland and England,
in an effort to highlight my case, and
search for solutions in that part of the
world that will eventually mean I never
again have to hear the sounds of cell
doors opening and closing. 
I ask you to do all you can to support

his efforts, my efforts, and the efforts
of all Indian people.  I humbly thank you
for the warmth, hospitality, and support
that you have shown our people over
the years when they have come into
your community.  As you commemorate
your fallen and your dead, remember
that our suffering is linked to yours.  We
mourn with you and pray for you… as
relatives.

Mitakuye Oyasin (We are all related)
In the Spirit of Crazy Horse
Leonard Peltier

My 
family 
and your
families, 
my pain 
and your
pains, my
people’s
struggle 
and the
struggles 
of your 
people 
are all 
connected…
we truly 
are all 
related

Dave 
Bailey 
and 
Bik 
McFarlane
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With the picturesque
Knockatallon Mountains,
Co. Monaghan, as a back-
drop, the 2006 Campa
Náisiúnta Óige got under-
way on Friday 23rd July
2006. 
The venue for the event
was the Sliabh Beagh
Tourism Centre. Busloads
of enthusiastic partici-
pants arrived throughout
Friday and by the time of
departing on Saturday
evening, it had become
yet another memorable
occasion for those in-
volved. 
The youth camp was the
fourth such annual event,
organised by Coiste na n-
Iarchimí, under the
Processes of Nation Build-
ing Programme. Previous
youth camps were held on
the Aran Islands, just off
the Galway coast, Ben-
burb Priory in Co. Tyrone
and Carlingford.
The two dominant aspects
of the youth camp were
the focus on Cuba on the
Friday night and the 25th
Anniversary of the 1981
hunger strike on Saturday.
Linked to these was the
election of hunger striker
Kieran Doherty as T.D. for
Cavan/Monaghan and his
subsequent death.
Shortly after 6:00 pm
events kicked off. A three-
course meal set partici-
pants in good stead for
the remainder of the
evening and an official
welcome to the area from
T.D. Caoimhghín Ó
Caoláin followed this. A
short documentary film,
detailing the life of revolu-
tionary icon Ché Guevara

was then shown. 
Former republican prison-
er, Jim 'Flash' McVeigh,
and a member of the
Cuban-Ireland support
group, Stephen Mc-
Closkey then spoke on
Che's links to Ireland. The
film showed the strong
links between the struggle
for Irish independence
and the anti imperialist
struggle in Cuba. Stephen
encouraged participants
to become involved in as-
sisting the economic re-
generation of Cuba by
joining Work Brigades
and travelling to the coun-
try. 
As the discussion ended
so too did formal political
activity for that day, as
those present donned
their glad rags for the so-
cial end of the weekend.
Barry Kerr had been
booked to sing but as al-
ways a few enthusiastic
participants took to the
stage also. 
The following morning lo-
cal tour guide, Jimmy
Cosgrove, took us to a
bridge connecting coun-
ties Fermanagh and Mon-
aghan. There stands a
monument to republicans
who frequented the area
whilst they were 'on the
run'. Former prisoner,
Seán Lynch from Fer-
managh, then gave an ac-
count of each of the vol-
unteers named on the
plaque and recalled their
association with the area. 
Jimmy then recounted the
history of the road, having
been 'closed' by the
British army (they blew it
up) and re-opened on nu-

From Cuba
to the 
H-Blocks

Young 
people 
outside 
Sliabh
Beagh
Tourism
Centre

Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin, 
TD with Coiste staff
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merous occasions by the
locals of the area. Follow-
ing the tour we returned
to the Sliabh Beagh cen-
tre. Seán then introduced
a film made about local
IRA Volunteer Séamus
McElwaine. 
Seán was a close friend of
Séamas and was on active
service alongside him at
the time of the SAS am-
bush, which claimed the
young life of Séamus
McElwaine. Seán was
lucky to have survived,
having been badly wound-
ed when shot numerous
times by the SAS. The
DVD recounted Séamus's
life journey and was told
by his friends and com-
rades. 
Speaking at the end of the
screening of the DVD
Seán said, “There was
nothing romantic about
the armed struggle. It was
tough and it was hard and
thankfully we now have
new opportunities and
new methods to advance
our politics and our strug-
gle. 
After lunch, participants
heard the story of the
election of former prison-
er and 1981 hunger strik-
er, Kieran Doherty TD.
The story of the election
trail in Monaghan and the
wider campaign for the
republican prisoners was
told by Bernadette O'Ha-
gan, Cllr. Padraigin Uí
Mhurchadha, who had re-
cently been elected
Deputy Mayor of Mon-
aghan Town council and
Pauline Martin. The three
women spoke of their in-

put into the election cam-
paign and urged the
young people present to
involve themselves in pol-
itics. Following this we
had the highlight of the
weekend, Lá Spóirt Kier-
an Doherty, re-enacting a
typical school sports' day
complete with egg and
spoon race and sack race. 
We were given 'Lá Spoirt
Kieran Doherty' T-Shirts
which we displayed
proudly throughout. 
We formed into teams for
the event. Ours comprised
of the 'West Tyrone Con-
tingent' as well as a fe-
male comrade from the
'South Down Compadré'.  
Just as we readied our-
selves for the first event
we were cheated as a
Louth comrade (whom
Tyrone GAA team had
beaten that very day) took
his revenge and launched
a water balloon attack on
the Tyrone contingent. 
With this distraction we
were cheated out of a final
spot and with no back-
door system available, we
withdrew at the semi final
stage. Following the final
- which the 'Belfast Work-
ers Brigade' won - a full-
blown water balloon fight
broke out. 
Campa Náisiúnta Óige
2006 will be remembered
for the craic, and a fine
mix of social political and
cultural events conclud-
ing in a brilliant weekend
in Co. Monaghan. On be-
half of everyone present I
would like to thank
Coiste. Here's to Summer
2007.

From left - Pauline Martin, Laurence McKeown, Rosena Brown,
Bernadette O’Hagan, Padraigin Uí Mhurchadha

Mick Beyers and Rosie McCorley
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WORKING FOR THE REPUBLICAN EX-PRISONER COMMUNITY
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Coiste Head Office Coiste Dublin Office

Contact persons; Mike Ritchie, Micheal Culbert, Contact persons; Ann o'Sullivan, Pat Hayes

Angela McEvoy, Laurence McKeown,   Address- Dominick Court

Rosie McCorley,Rosena Brown, Dominic Adams, 40-41 Lower Dominick Street    

Caoimhin MacGiolla Mhín Tel-003531 8733199 Fax-003531 8782355  

Address- 10 Beechmount Avenue, Belfast Bt 12 7NA         

Tel- (028) 90200770 Fax-(028) 90435445    

Email: info@coiste.com                      

Website: www.coiste.ie

CONTACTDETAILS

Abhaile Aris
Contact persons; Neil Gallagher
Address-8 Church St, Letterkenny, Co, Donegal
Tel-00353 749128610 Fax-00353 749128609

Ar Ais Aris, Dungannon 
Contact person; Sean McGuigan 
Address-60b Irish St, Dungannon Co Tyrone
Tel & Fax- 028 87727128 

South Derry ex Prisoners
Contact person: Ian Milne
Address-79 Quarry Road, Gulladuff,
Magherafelt, Co Derry, BT45 8 NT
Tel-028-79644550 Fax- 028 79549659

Cairde, Strabane
Contact persons; Jarlath McNulty, 
Donna McColgan 
Address-12a Bridge St, Strabane, Co Tyrone 
Tel&Fax- 028 71886824

Castlereagh Prison 
Contact person; Kevin Walsh
Address-Co Roscommon

Cumann na Meirleach 
Contact persons; Fred Loye, Ewan Morgan, Sean Mathers
Address-Ti Chulainn, Bog Rd, An Mullach Ban, Co Armagh
Tel-028 30886691 Fax- 028 30886692

Failte Abhaille Dundalk
Contact person; Kevin Mulgrew
Address-79b Bridge St Dundalk, Co Louth
Tel- 0035342 9352158 Fax-0035342 8352159

Failte Cluain Eois 
Contact person; Sharon Murphy
Address- The Diamond Clones, Co Monaghan.
Tel- 003534752540 Fax- 0035347 52541

Portlaoise Prison
Contact person; Niall Binead

Iar-Chimi Fhear Managh
Contact Person; Donal O Cobhaigh
Address; 5 Market St, Enniskillen BT 74 7DS Co Fermanagh
Tel&Fax- 029 66324497

La Nua
Contact persons; Adrian Barry Martin Kenny
Address; 7 Main St, Ballinamore, Co Leitrim
Tel-003537196 45748 Fax 719645829

Marrowbone Ex-Prisoner Group
Contact persons; Christine Beattie, Patsy Godfrey
Address- 253 Oldpark Rd, Belfast BT146QR
Tel&Fax- 028 90741876

Tar Abhaile, Derry
Contact person; Joanne McDaid
Address- 1 Westend Park, Derry BT48 9JF 
Tel&Fax- 028 71266675 

Tar Anall, Belfast
Contact person: Caral Ni Chuilin
Address- Conway Mill, 5-7 Conway St, Belfast BT13
Tel- 028 90323631  Fax- 028 90323629

Tar Isteach, Belfast 
Contact person; Tommy Quigley 
Address- 133 Hillman St, Belfast 15 2FX
Tel-028 90746664

Video Tar Isteach, Dublin 
Contact persons; Gay Cleary
Address- 40-42 Dominick St Dublin 1
Tel- 00351 8782301

Tus Nua Sligo 
Contact persons; Sean or Chris McManus
Address- 50 Lower John St; Sligo 
Tel&Fax- 0035371 9141443 


