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Hain has Downing Street support 1/ Talks bid to resolve bank strike

M Helicopter joins search for thief

Northern Ireland Secretary Peter Hain still has the
confidence of the British Prime Minister, Downing Street
has said.

1/ Relatives' distress at extradition
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The support comes following the launch of an inquiry into whether the MO0 0 CliEen [nonewls [neE G

Northern Ireland Office (NIO) deliberately misled the High Court in Belfast. J Corze) o NIEES SERE [l I Pl
© 08:01 ™ Probe over fatal Belfast house fire

The case centres on a judicial review into whether the British
government”s appointment of the interim Victims™ Commissioner in
Northern Ireland, Bertha McDougall, was correctly handled and whether
incorrect information was given to a woman who challenged the
appointment.

M Gardai probe Dublin shooting

1/ Infection ‘contributed’ to NI death

M/ Property of Murphy brother seized

M Ruling over water bills issue

M/ Hain throws down the gauntlet

The British Attorney General, Lord Goldsmith, announced yesterday that
he would carry out an investigation after receiving a request from a High
Court judge in Belfast.

M/ Roche extends register deadline

Down and Tipp RTC victims named

M Jobs boost for Galway

The British Prime Minister”s official spokesman today refused to be drawn M/ Lebanese minister assassinated

on Lord Goldsmith™s inquiry.

M/ Gardai appeal after Wicklow attack

M lrishman arrested in Thailand
M Up to 2000 jobs for Carlow

"The Secretary of State has said that he will co-operate fully with the
investigation," the spokesman said.
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1/ PETA poll on guards' hats issue
"The Attorney General is looking at this matter. | think it is important that UTV NEWS ON AIR
we let him." I EEEEEEEE—————————.
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LUty
Asked if Mr Hain still had the Prime Minister~s confidence, the spokesman
said: "Yes".

It was disclosed yesterday that Lord Goldsmith had received a memo from
Mr Justice Girvan listing 67 questions he needed to ask to get to the
bottom of the matter.

Mr Hain has denied any wrongdoing, saying that he absolutely rejected
any suggestion that there was a deliberate attempt to mislead the court.

The controversy has centred around the appointment by Mr Hain in
October last year of Bertha McDougall, the widow of a police officer
murdered by republicans, as interim Victims™ Commissioner.

The appointment was challenged at a judicial review by Brenda Downes,
the widow of a west Belfast man killed by a police plastic bullet in 1984.

The Goldsmith inquiry centres around a letter sent to Mrs Downes by the
government in response to a question about the appointments process §
which was made under the Freedom of Information Act. § SEARCH ARCHIVES
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