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threats so the little girl he never saw can visit his grave.

Donna Stoner also told how she does not know how to explain to her two-and-a-half year old daughter why
her daddy was so cruelly taken from her.

Two men were recently jailed for seven years each for their involvement in the murder of the 22-year-old on
October 1, 2004. James Edward Taylor (42) and Richard Harkness (29) were both sentenced at Belfast
Crown Court.

Originally Harkness, from Baranahilt Road in Claudy, and Taylor, from Lincoln Court in Derry, had been
charged with murdering Darren Paul Thompson.

After three weeks of evidence, Taylor pleaded guilty to assisting Mr Thompson's killer by removing the
murder weapon from the scene, while Harkness admitted possessing a Citroen Xsara in circumstances that
gave rise to the suspicion that he had it for a terrorist purpose.

Speaking from her home in England, Ms Stoner, who was three months pregnant with Darren's daughter
Darla at the time of his murder, said she was " disgusted" by the sentence.

She also told how she heard about her partner's brutal slaying on the radio and revealed she received
threats when she first left Northern Ireland for her native Nottingham after his death.

"I met Darren because our mums were great friends and we hit it off too. It was love at first sight, really,”
she said.

"He was a great guy, he was pleased when we found out | was pregnant. We were getting things for the
house together and he was enjoying his new job.

"l suppose we will never know why he died. He was a normal guy, he liked a drink, like most young guys,
he could be a bit of a wally, but he wasn't a criminal and not political at all.

"That morning | had been to the midwife and | rang him to tell him about it but his phone was off.
"I rang his dad, Gilbert, who also rang him with no answer.

"Then | heard on the news at 11am that there had been a shooting and | thought, 'That's the way Darren
goes to work'. We later found out that it was Darren."

She said she is stunned that Harkness and Taylor could be free in just a few years.
"With 50% remission, they could be out in two and a half years.
"They took Darren's life away, it feels like his life was for nothing," she said.

"I'm just so shocked. They have families, they have kids, | have to take Darla to a grave to see her daddy,
or show her pictures.

"l hope God can see them now. | have to tell Darla when she is older why those horrible men took away her
daddy and I just don't know.
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Sunday Life

- "Me and Darren's family, all we are left behind with is our grief and our memories. They will be free in no
Ireland's Saturday Night time.

SRl T "Darla has kept me going, she is my consolation. When | look in her eyes | see Darren and that is so sad in
one way, but happy in another."

And Donna defiantly refused to listen to threats made to her when she left Northern Ireland.
"Someone called me and said something along the lines of, 'We hear you're leaving, don't come back.

"But | will because it is my home and Darla's daddy and her family are there."

More articles in Local & National
«- Firm caught up in training claim

=+ Robinson asked to look again at road charging

. Ulster's cattle get set to do battle

. IFA chief 'sorry' over fan trouble on flight

. Thousands of fans off ... and more on the way

http://www.belfasttel egraph.co.uk/news/l ocal -national/article3177120.ece (2 of 5)20/11/2007 13:30:46



http://www.sundaylife.co.uk/
http://www.irelandssaturdaynight.co.uk/
http://www.thect.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3177504.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3177478.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3177477.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3177472.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3177450.ece
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x600;pos=Buttons0;ord=11955654?
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x120;pos=Buttons1;ord=11955654?
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x300;pos=Buttons2;ord=11955654?

They took my Darren'slife. It feels likeit was for nothing - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph

http://www.belfasttel egraph.co.uk/news/l ocal -national/article3177120.ece (3 of 5)20/11/2007 13:30:46

Comment & Blogs

Lindy McDowell

Shooting of
policeman is sick

- echo of bloody
past

Gail Walker

Happy

Christmas, let's
- all get blocked.

Or wrecked.

P4l O Muirf
Euro not just a

pretty face then,
Gisele

Jan de Vries

Health
problems? Jan
= « flanswers your

i e questions
i

Robert Fisk

Bush agrees:
Armenians died
in a ‘civil war'

X

Ed Curran

So here's to you
Mr Robinson . . .

Catherine Townsend:
Sleeping Around

He was late for
work, but | had to
jump on him

Cooper Brown:
He's out there
-—=717We ended up
high above the
city in a hot tub

Best view in town

report on Belfast
\Wheel

Fashion Week

Ulster struts the
catwalk with a
stylish confidence

-
-

Carl Verheyen

Final moments
of Uboat diver
- The last dive of
| Dublin man
Michael
Hanrahan

Big Man's big fry

I IFirst Minister's



http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/lindy-mcdowell/article3147926.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3155295.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/pol-o-muiri/article3152897.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/health/article3153017.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3155656.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3153022.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/catherine-townsend/article3138605.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/catherine-townsend/article3138605.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/cooper-brown/article3138791.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/cooper-brown/article3138791.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/template/ver/gfx/template/components/multimedia/belfast-wheel.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3122392.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3053988.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3030724.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3030724.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2996796.ece

They took my Darren'slife. It feels likeit was for nothing - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph

http://www.belfasttel egraph.co.uk/news/l ocal -national/article3177120.ece (4 of 5)20/11/2007 13:30:46

vision is outlined
over breakfast

Ulster's boy wonder

Watch our

interview with
'« WyoIf sensation

Rory Mcllroy

Twelfth parades

Watch the video
of this year's
parade in Belfast

Paisley interview
“Exclusive: First

Minister lan
Paisley talks to
Ed Curran

In Pictures . . .

News

Ulster Fry event
The Twelfth

Bull Run
Award-winners
Flooded Ulster
Sunny Northern Ireland
Devolution Day
Assembly Elections
Maze tumbles

Blair quits

Last watchtower
Carrick-a-rede

Events

50 Cent
Enrique Iglesias
Halloween
Fantasy Fest
Rolling Stones
Oxegen 07
Beach Party 07
Balmoral Show
Razorlight

St Patrick's Day
Mardis Gras
Justin Timberlake
Brit Awards 07

Sport

Windsor win

Golf: Rory Mcllroy
British Open

Copa America Final
N Ireland v Sweden
Six Nations

World in Sport

Eye on the World

Malise Ruthven

How the Saudis
exported a
“hardline ideology

Apocalypse now?
Hersh predicts
H_ amajor conflict if

|i‘g = US attacks Iran

Burmese junta?

Knickers to that
'Panties for
peace' is latest
ploy by Burma
activists



http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2800106.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2763722.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2628998.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2996726.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2763765.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/travel/travel-news/article2751310.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2690021.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2652756.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2648162.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/incoming/article2522277.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2361013.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2413557.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2532144.ece.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2268831.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2291512.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3133210.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/article3136010.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3113068.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3113402.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://http//www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article2879340.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2748414.ece.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2648162.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2554553.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2294189.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2356838.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2284368.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/article2484106.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2272149.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://http//www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article288940.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/golf/article2786739.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/incoming/article2783666.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2774077.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article2402769.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article2402769.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2464202.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3110757.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3107851.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3102582.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3102582.ece

They took my Darren'slife. It feels likeit was for nothing - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph

Conquering sectarianism
Can Ulster be

the blueprint for
Iraq's future?

. © Independent News & Media (NI) Sitemap| Contact Us| Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy | Group Websites

http://www.belfasttel egraph.co.uk/news/l ocal -national/article3177120.ece (5 of 5)20/11/2007 13:30:46


http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2931745.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/site-map/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/contact/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article2793534.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article1617183.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/group-websites/

	www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk
	They took my Darren's life. It feels like it was for nothing - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 


	DMLCABMCMBEPKDHIJIIKJBKPBBFMDABPIG: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 105953
	f2: 942
	f3: http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp?mode=result
	f4: lucySearch1
	f5: true
	f6: 25
	f7: news
	f8: score
	f9: 500
	f10: 
	f11: [3 months]

	f12: Go
	f13: 




