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a murder charge in relation to the bombing, the judge, Mr Justice Weir,

delivered a scathing criticism of the investigation, citing unreliable DNA What are these? Closing date

evidence and poor record-keeping and accusing a detective sergeant and 1 August 2008

a scenes-of-crime officer of "deliberate and calculated deception” in their evidence. Hoey was acquitted. The Fortermsand

end result is that there is now unlikely ever to be a successful prosecution of anyone suspected of being conditions lngnn‘h:l

involved in the atrocity. The only way that could change is if one or more of the perpetrators were to walk Isterbank.ie/

into a police station and confess to the crime. The chances of that happening make winning the Lottery look m" K.

like a mere matter of time. gaabusmm

Meanwhile, the relatives are trying to get their own justice by bringing a civil action against people they Ulster Bank Irebnd Limibed

suspect of being involved in the bombing. Is regulated by the
Financial Regulator

They are relying on the fact that a civil case needs less certainty of evidence than a criminal trial. It is really
their last throw of the dice. Having been failed by the authorities in two states, they really had no other
option.

Just what the ordeal of having to bring the civil case will do to the relatives is unknown. What we do know
is that they have suffered grievously already. Most of them, it seems from evidence given to the civil case,
are still suffering every day of their lives. They, like so many other relatives of people murdered who have
not seen the killers brought to justice, are unable to put the past behind them.

Some of the Omagh relatives are clinically depressed. Some still have an anger burning inside them which
is eating away at their lives. Some have found temporary, but inadequate, solace in alcohol or prescription
drugs.

Their lives changed forever on that fateful day in 1988 and the hurt they felt at the loss of their loved ones
has only been compounded by subsequent events. They feel betrayed and they were betrayed.

They are not alone. There are more than 3,000 unsolved murders dating back to the beginning of the
Troubles and this week it was revealed that a costly re-opening of more than 1,000 of those cases has
resulted, to date, in ONE case being referred for possible prosecution.

How could the state with all its security apparatus and operatives make such a mess of investigating
murder and bringing the killers to court? In some cases did the state want to protect the guilty who were its
agents? In most it was probably inefficiency. Yes, there were huge pressures on the state as the body count
piled up, but even by the law of averages there should have been a better outcome in many more cases.

Omagh, and the fact that no one is ever likely to be found guilty of those 29 murders, will stand as a
testament not only to the ruthlessness of terrorists but to the uselessness of the state's response.
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