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When the judge finally announced his verdict, the words "not guilty" cut through the Omagh relatives like a
scythe through a swathe of hay.

Many, clearly visibly upset by the verdict, were even more distressed when the family and friends of Sean
Hoey clapped and applauded in an unprecedented show of support.

Relatives of the Omagh victims appeared shocked and stunned. Dazed and numb they struggled to come to
terms with the stark realisation that their nine long years of campaigning for justice and the truth had
delivered nothing.

Others sat in their seats, heads bowed, struggling to control their emotions. Back in Omagh, they face the
prospect, that for them, the legal process is nhow at an end.

- Chris Anderson
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