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Ulster Unionists seek support from the DUP on reclassification of
‘victim’.

E-mail to a friend March 14th, 2008 Alex Benjamin

Tom Elliott Ulster Unionist MLA for South Tyrone has welcomed the fact that his party colleagues the Ulster
Unionist Ministers Sir Reg Empey and Michael McGimpsey have pushed the issue of the classification of
‘victim' onto the Executive’ s Agenda. Under the current Victims and Survivors (Northern Ireland) Order 2006 a
victim can mean anyone who has been affected physically or psychologically as aresult of a conflict-related
incident. This leaves the door open for former terrorists to claim that they are ‘victims' of the Troubles. The
opportunity to change the definition has arisen due to the need to introduce legidation that will accommodate
four Victims' Commissioners. In light of this opportunity Sir Reg and Michael McGimpsey wrote to the
Executive calling for the legislation to be amended. The Executive decided that the issue should be dealt with by
the Ulster Unionists tabling an amendment to the Order and debating it on the floor of the Assembly. The Ulster
Unionists are now seeking the support of the DUP and others on thisissue.

In a statement Mr. Elliott said,

“Under the current definition a perpetrator of acts of terrorism is given the same legal status and potential compensation as an innocent
victim of an act of terrorism; as | have stated thisis clearly wrong and | am confident that most people agree that it should be changed.
That iswhy | am very pleased that Sir Reg and Michael McGimpsey have pushed this matter onto the Executive agenda and we will now
be bringing forward amendments to the long title of the Order and to the definition of ‘victim and survivors' to ensure that provisions do
not apply to those injured or killed while undertaking criminal acts or those who have received terrorist related convictions.

I would call on the DUP to support this initiative which will be dealt with in the week commencing the 31st March in the Assembly. We
believe there is a groundswell of support on our view of the definition of a“‘victim’ and it will now be up to the Assembly to respond to
this. I hope we can get a positive response across the political spectrum to ensure the correct outcome for all innocent victimsin Northern
Ireland.

In essence this process is about ensuring the best outcome for those innocent people who have in many instances had their lives ruined by
acts of terrorism. It isaso about building trust in our government institutions and the parties within them; ensuring that on thisissues the
new political dispensation in Northern Ireland does not get dragged into the political machinations of its past therefore the law hasto be
more categorical on the definition of a‘victim’ ”

Entry Filed under: A Fair and Inclusive Society, Top Stories

http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/2008/03/14/ul ster-unioni sts-seek-support-from-the-dup-on-reclassification-of-* victim'/ (1 of 3)02/04/2008 10:49:49


http://www.uup.org/index.htm
http://www.uuptoday.org/newsroom
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/category/thinking-aloud-articles/
http://www.uup.org/vision.htm
http://www.uup.org/people.htm
http://www.uup.org/toolbox.htm
http://www.uup.org/links.htm
http://www.uup.org/join.htm
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/2008/03/14/ulster-unionists-seek-support-from-the-dup-on-reclassification-of-%e2%80%98victim%e2%80%99/email/
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/category/a-fair-and-inclusive-society/
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/category/top-stories/

uuptoday.org » Ulster Unionists seek support from the DUP on reclassification of ‘victim’.

|;| Print this Page

Trackback this post

News Item Archives

March 2008
MTWTFSS
« Feb Apr »

12
34567829
10111213 141516
17 1819 20 21 22 23
24 2526 27 28 29 30
31

. Archives

Search Archive:

Go!

Our Priorities

. A Fair and Inclusive Society
. A Strong and Enduring Union
. Agriculture & Sustainable Rural Communities
. Economic Growth & Investment
. Healthcare & the NHS
. Northern Ireland and the EU
. Policing and Security
. Protecting our Heritage and Environment
. Quality Education for all our Children
. Supporting Families & Older Citizens
. Thinking Aloud (Articles)
. Top Stories
. Uncategorized

What's your View?
Do you agree with the IRFU decision banning the playing of the UK National Anthem at Ravenhill?

O Yes
O No

Vote

http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/2008/03/14/ul ster-unioni sts-seek-support-from-the-dup-on-recl assification-of-* victim'/ (2 of 3)02/04/2008 10:49:49


http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/2008/03/14/ulster-unionists-seek-support-from-the-dup-on-reclassification-of-%e2%80%98victim%e2%80%99/print/
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/2008/03/14/ulster-unionists-seek-support-from-the-dup-on-reclassification-of-%e2%80%98victim%e2%80%99/print/
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/2008/03/14/ulster-unionists-seek-support-from-the-dup-on-reclassification-of-%e2%80%98victim%e2%80%99/trackback/
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/2008/02/
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/2008/04/
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/2008/03/03/
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/2008/03/04/
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/2008/03/05/
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/2008/03/12/
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/2008/03/13/
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/2008/03/14/
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/2008/03/26/
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/2008/03/31/
http://www.uuptoday.org/newsroom/archives
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/category/a-fair-and-inclusive-society/
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/category/a-strong-and-enduring-union/
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/category/agriculture-the-countryside/
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/category/economic-growth-and-investment/
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/category/healthcare-and-the-nhs/
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/category/northern-ireland-and-the-eu/
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/category/policing-and-security/
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/category/protecting-our-environment/
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/category/quality-education-for-all-our-children/
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/category/supporting-families-older-citizens/
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/category/thinking-aloud-articles/
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/category/top-stories/
http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/category/uncategorized/

uuptoday.org » Ulster Unionists seek support from the DUP on reclassification of ‘victim’.

View Results

Ulster Unionist Party, Cunningham House, 429 Holywood Road, Belfast BT4 2L N.
Tel: 028 9076 5500 | Fax: 028 9076 9419 | Email: uup@uup.org

http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/2008/03/14/ul ster-unioni sts-seek-support-from-the-dup-on-reclassification-of-* victim'/ (3 of 3)02/04/2008 10:49:49


http://uuptoday.org/newsroom/2008/03/14/ulster-unionists-seek-support-from-the-dup-on-reclassification-of-%e2%80%98victim%e2%80%99/?pollresult=7

	uuptoday.org
	uuptoday.org » Ulster Unionists seek support from the DUP on reclassification of ‘victim’.


	MLEEDBDDKPLEOPPJNOEHPCBPBOIDLOAP: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 

	f2: Go!
	f3: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 7
	f2: Off

	f3: Vote
	f4: 




