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Over tho past f0w days the people of Northern Ireland 

' \ . 

cons icJ.er the '//td. ts . Fapor 
\ . 

have had .an· opportunity to 

on tl1G 11or thcrn Ireland Cons ti tu ti onal Conven ti ono 

This sets out tJJe Govcrnment 1 ::.fviev1 on tr1e Hoport 

w li:t c 11 w a :-:1 su 1xn t t, t e d to i t by t ho Con s t i tu t i on a-l 

Convention at the conclusion of its deliberations in 

· November 1975~ The Roport _ has been carefully 

considered. by Governme).1 t and has beon de ba tod. by the 

Parliamsn t of trio Un1 ted KinGd·c)mo . Tt1c Whi tc Paper 

sets out what is ·tl1e con;3iderecl viJw of the 

· ... _: . 

de;nocrat :Ltally e l cc tod roprcscntativc;] of tr.iG 

populat:Lon of the Un.i.tod K.inr;dorn as a wl1ole., 

It does more tl1cu1 that~ It ffl<JJ<:e ~) it clear that 

a.lthOUJth th.81 0_0)]·_1ort 1·t ~·1p c~C)C' 0 t o , 
._, n - ;3v .. L J ·. ,.) DO . C in:nano 

sLJ.f'/iciontly v.
1 

despread accept:1nce ttH·ou2J1out tl1e 
• 1· ·, 

.: ) ~-•, 

comn1un:L ty in ·nur thorn Ireland. Lo provicJe mJ. j_ t D 1J1G 

/ar1c1 ef f cc t i ve 

. ,,. ,. , ' .•, ,, .· · • 1 ' ' . .• ~ 



/ 

and effective Government, there are novcrthol0 ss a 
.. 

numbef or .tireas upon whlCh agrocmont has or could be 

. reacl1cd.. Above aJ.l tl10 Governmcn t l1a s accepted in 

principle trio roco:flrnendation tr1at power sl1ould be 

returned· to a Government witl1iµ North~rn Ireland and 
~--·· . -. -... . .. ... ~. .. . ..... ·- --. . · - .. .. .. . 

I r~peat that this ls, in the view of thd Govern~ent 

· . and :· the Farliarrien t, the outcome we sl1ould pref er. to 

see, always .provided it is an agreed outcome. 

. . Tl1ere is now a great opportunity for all parties to 

worl{ together fo.1.· the Ju tLJ.re of Noi·thorn Ireland. 

. . 

It is an opportunity whicp if lost cannot recur for 
. ....,_ _. __ 

some timef there will be ____ no local parliament. 

·, 
Tl1e 

Cons ti tu ti onal Oonven tJ. on ·can take tbe opportilni ty 

of ·acl1i oving s· ~.ons true ti ve solution. It has been 
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0 ·1·1· \' 11,·· c··l·) ~1-l()]''r.) ··1 <" 8] 1·,r.,,·1cJ v \' 11. d "•''IJJ' ' (.)')(i ocr·roe-- I J. _.l _, .. L, .1. J . \.:_; __ , .:) , •. \.,C · ,) > v ,_) · . ,U, <- -o·. 
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cn1cJ p:J .. rti.c.i.pa ttc>n 9 and wJ-J :Lct1 w:Lll- co;n,i'(3.nc1 

Ui c v1h olc of tbc co1n;nurd. ty in Nor· Lr1crn 

IrclrJ.nd. c=Jnd in 1Joth r;2,rt;.:; of that co1J11mnity; 

( 1J) wl1c U1cr a cornrni t tee ~:}ystcm rnigl1 t 1)8 of v1lu.e 

as part of a v✓ ic'.lcr and 0,ccc:vt~11Jlc con ~; ti. tu tlor1c-

fratncworlc; 

.. 

· (c) ~1~bctr1•Jr progress could lJ8;:2-t 1)8 rnn.u.o on the 

ba ~;i :-3 of ~.::o t tl ne; up a .sy ~; tem of cSovernrnen t 

cvo1vin~:; ovc;r a pcr .io,i -of tj:rne j_nto permanent 

C:UHl j_ )Oli VLc:L(.:.n~_; of Hocti-1crn Ircl.'.J.nd t)N.U to th-u::'C 

/
1·111··•c\c·, ,···c' ·i r1 1·· 0 lJ . . - , ., j J j .L • . lJ • -• I • 
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tYJJ'CC J. )O :i.YJLJ'.J " I J' tllc y co u 1c1 co m c to a gr cc men. t . on ... , ,I 

ITO l ~.1.r1ci. ,, 

Tr.Jr,c:r, -i \·J-i' '8' o •1r, 1_-l·nrcc do . . v 1-.J .,_ ,, u ... . _,.__ \~ I! (_; , V l.J ,_.I • , _) 

area o.r disa~recmontD 

j __ n 

\ 
J S to 

no t r c r;c c ;:: c n t ; n c; r c Jy a rn in or 

In U1 0 1r1Lncle> of ,n:iny pcliple 
' 

in No.ct,t} CT'n IrelG,ncl tl1cy may 1J8 tllOU['.Ji t t o 1)8 

the 1YCO ~~-d0n,.., 8..l)fH'OJ,Cll. Tl1G Covcrn incn t or tl h) Un.i tcd 
G 

() f. 

Kinc;cJorn u.nd th~; I~ar li.arncn1 t of th o Unj_ t cd KLn~c.lom 

United l(j_ngclom mean<; acce pt:Lnt; tl1·3 author:L ty of tl1e 

Qu een in Parliament e 

--·L ~-?, 'j Dr ·L· -l · 1· c•\·1 c] 'L ·· •1c~1··J C • 1· ! )"' ) . c:,, . . Li - 1_) ... • . I J ~ • , : , • \... 1 . (., There are 

j_n to accoun t; 
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Po,rlj_o.,rncnt at v:e~)tmin~.:;ter that tl1e flnal cL0cision s 

will be taKcno 
'- .. 1 .. , 1:•, I 

If tJ10 peoplo o.f Nor t l1E)rn I:rolariJ. .2.nd . . ,, 

their elected representatives show th2· willin~ness 
\ 

· and dutor;n:i.natj_on to fulfill tt1~j_r .ce:3ponsibih.i tie s 9 

- r- d . 1 . ·11. i \ ttJ.cy w.Lll .tin. D. rec1.proca w1. 1n6nos~-:; anc , 

.. 
dG termination on the part of· the · Govcrni·nen t 9 

Parl_j.arncn t and psople of tho wt1ole Uni t ed hingdorri 

to help thorn sofve the difficult and complex 

·rt is now a matter of tne politicians in Northern 

Ireland to sl1ow t_hc:~ t tl1ey · can rise above tt1e myths 

of histort which have for so long blocked the path 
Cil 

of constructive progresso They must consicler 

carefully whether thoy are reflecting the mood of 

tt1e ordinary people of No2thcrn Irela.nd and 0 ive to .. ·:. 

them the responsible leadership which i s so essential 

. at tt1is timeo 
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every sin~le person, elected or Dlector, must ~ink 
• 

Befor·e tht,;t cleci ston is taken weeks to come important decisions have to be 

very very serlpuslJ about llie consequences Which 

. ~ . .. . . 

could flow from a rejection of . the e~ressed Views 

of the Government and Farnamen t of the, United 

Kinectom to which they belong. 

· It is a.s sJmplG as thate 
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