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.. 1agazme is not reasurring _either as anti-Protestant bias l5 discern:-ible. 

·. : .. · . . 
' .. ~ . 

. ·.:···:•·,. 

The Cu[tu_r-al T~<litioils Programme does not engend~r the sawie degr~of ~osti1ity, althougi1 ;~:\v9~ld _:' ... ·. 
. . . . ' .. ·-~ !. : •. 

be fooli~h to preten~ that it eritire!y escapes the stigma of the CRC. :Cultural Traditions. irtaY-: .b~ 

•' . 
. . . . . 

viewed by th~ Vnic;;,i~ cornm_ur11ty either pc:isifrn~ly ·. or ~egati~efy. The negative . \1 ievvp~:iirit" I; ':in}hra.:i~d / 

by the be!\ef that CulhJral T radifo)fl:5. . i.s_ a vehicle to promo le anq· ft,ind. the irish I ang11age \~rth . ~ }ew· : ' 

crumbs .:fo$st2d in th~ diie~iqn : o_f th~ . Unionist . commtii1ity . to secure their . acquiescence. . ·. _ . . 

. . The \losith:.e view or <;:ultural T r~d1tions is. bi:lsed Upt) (l taking the G1:oup 's -~tat~d aims arid objectiv~. at :· 

face . ~iue, e.g. 'Thi; book {Passion and Pr~judfce edited by Pau{ Bev.·, K~nneth Dan -v in and :·c~}d~;~ 

. . . 

. . 

cirrespie) J1~ received ·s~ppr,irt from. the Cultural Traditio115- Prograrn111e ot~he -~omrm.inity R~!~tjo~ : . 

• . 
· ·•! · ·,.·. 

. . . . . 

CoundJ; vvhri:h aim"s to en<;:9U:r:ag~_ a~ceptanc:e ;ind underst~nding o_f cultu.~af_ diver.5ity.' Trie.fonovying,_ .. . 

ciiritain~ in. :the Ct:i!~r-ai +~aiiro~.-ii~b!idty leaflet, is afso . a yery ~cce~~ab,le d~finitio~ hr. ~hat · .. . 

:Cuiruriif. -tr~ctfti~~s-sho~t{ bei1;t/ .. . 
. . . . . . .. '. . . . · •: . · ... . 

. . ' The "pr9grnmllli=;S aim;fo~~ bee~ t6 OfOZ!d~ri the- appreciation c,f ~uf~Jrat .diversity In 

' .' . . .. . . ' :· . . . . . . . . . . : : 

•.. Nor):h~rri _lcelar1a"-as 2· me;ns_ of fosterit;g" inc·reased "tola~nce ai1d m~tcial . u1ider -

.·. :sian~ing:.bet\veen P~otes.taritjt1nionG,7: a~d Ca~olic/natfol'1a!ist co111rnuriiti~-~--

Possibly this requlr~s a. su;pensicin_ qf disbelief but tt i5 a view of Cultural Tradit:"ons which am 

p~epdred to b~y. .and sell to :other.s~ . :Persuading the : Unionist community that Cultera i Traditions. cfues .. 

. . · ..... . .. . . . . . . . . . ; . ' . . . . . ; ' · ,.: . ' 
. . ,·· · :: . . ' . 

. ~offiav~ ~ hidden age-!)_da is of cruda_t importance. Tcdhl5 end I haye tried to- encuurag~ apppiicitJcin .· 

' . . . . . . . 
. ' : . •. 

. . . 

tO th.~ . Cultural Traditions prog~mme from the Unionist ccrnmunity . .. :Appltcations from · tbk ~()Uf~e . •· 

.• 
•.. . . . 

. . . . . ·. ·· ... 

ha.ye· increased, but for this l ~ould cl~i-~• n~"ither [€>..Sponsibility ;no~ credit. However it is·· ~~~ -

unfo;J~?~e0· as this desir~1i:·ir.eri~{"rs: q~\;eioping th~( t~e Cultural T~adit_i;ns . budget sho~ltl _be so . 

sav~gely cut. lrr~ctrve (;)f :Whether_ or :not :ther:e IS a com1Eictfon b~tweBt, these two facts ;_ ma.; w~ii

-~o;c!ud~. :thcii this. i~ . -~n~ m~~~ . :.~x~ple . of ·the .. asy~nmetrical . treatment meted out ~~ -- th/ t~~o . 

. . . . ' .. . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . 

comtr)~;iti~: a· '.ivtllingi1~s t;· pand~r . t~ everr Nationaiist whim ·at th~ . b~hest of Dublin . an~{treati_ng .. · 

. :u'~i~nis~ with. total ih<liff~i-~~~e ~d,:disd~i~--. . .. . . . ' ·, . ·. '. . . . .. . ,· 

The Cultura[ Traditi~~s ~rogi-amrnl has . many . m.erits. . The idea -th~t our ·i-i~h . divers i~~ of c~ltrfral 

traditions ·should b~ :· regarded not ;s a· source of :division and confltct but ·rather as ., heritagEc· w~kh 

1ike· a menu -~rortr which · a-~-- individuC:! fs at liberty to pick : and choose -without restricting the , 2hoices · 

of "qthers . (_t; ernpI6/ thi . :.snalogy which 1. empl;y~:d at lau~ch ;f _the Tullycarnet Ya:rnspinne;>, 

leafl~L) · seems en,inent!y : sensibJe-• . So too Is ,the aim ot' d~ve!oping greater cultt.;ral cori.fide:nce 

within the comrtiunities. Wh~reas -m~cn of what the · Community R~lations C_ouncil eng?ges . in _· is 

... • . 
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short~temi and Utopi~i, c~:1fu'~al .-:!raditi~:;s· i/1~~olve<l _t'n·:_pr~j~c~ whidt _a~~:- ~~a~ica! ar;d·•rJ~i;t:rm. 

Short-::terin fixes . resuJtOifi{Mt.f i.~~ .'tilt: tlie io~g: h1u1 ·:to.the .<)~!$ is the -strategy whkh wit! p:~~t-,~>;.; 

.·•~:ttJf Ji ]i~1!f ~2~G:f :E{
1~3~~:::~~2~~ru~::~:,:X~~~it••· 

,wilt1_r1k to refate but require : s<:ime .. time- . Sec_ondly I the U_nionist comrmmity I m my estimation, ; h~s 

. gieiter . ~teeiof .,-build.f.nf··W> 'i~ _rult~r.,J :confidence.~ .. 

. . . · .. . : .·· ·. : ·, ·: ·- .. ·.•·. : .. . . ·- · . . . . . . -· .-

Th~i~ app~rffJtly u:sed :: to be_ i · :.logan pai1,ted oo · the gable w21i~ of W6t Belfast to th~ effect "qod 

m~de th~ C~iliolics. (sic) ' but ihe Arm«l ite ~ad~ them equal.~ It would be desi rable that .un,onrst 

·. ci?rt~dt_n~ 'b~Ud!~{~~ rt?.J .fo)i_C:w this parti~ufai- route. _. . . · 

'i : 1 , . •· ·i · 
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