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SIR JOHN WHEELER'S MEETlNG WITH MR SEAMUS MCKENDRY AND THE 'FAMILIE:SOF THE DISAPPEARED' - 7 t>EPTEMBER 1995

The Minister was grateful for the briefing provided by Miss Meldrun,for his meeLiny w.ith Mr Seamus McKendry, r·amilies of the Disapped�ed, which took place yesterday atternoon. Mr McKendry WaEaccurnpcu1.i.ed by M1.-s McKinney, Mrs Mcclory and Mr Manley. You
provided ufficial support. 

2. Th.is was essentially an exerci8e in listening and providingsympathy. Sir John said that the most basic and fundamental humanright is the rlght to life; it nauseated him that even after this riqhL hctd been take11 away the basic decency of allowing relatives 1.0know w11er� Lhelr dearl family members were buried was being denied.The MinisLer 5poke for the Government and the Prime Minister in expree;;::;ing 1-ii$ oympathy for t.he fami l iei:; and assured them that the Guven1ment would exert al L t11e pressure wl1ich it could on those whc,he.HJ thF. in ormE:Jt.ton Llwy sought. 
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::l. Mr Mc:Kendry said th!'-?ro was ft fear, caused 1.Jy modia sµcculntic.rn, r.hnt th� families migllt be urwd As polit.icul bargaini.t qpi cce:� ie 'l f the Governmen L were to l i gl1ten up on decoinm i fJ s j 011incJ!=.inri Fe.in/IRA might 9ivP. up a body or two'. 'T'he Mi11ister Suid that there 1JJas no qu est Jon of the Government being held to r,3nsom .in sue ha WctYi the malter of clecommisGloninq was one of democracy and thethoughL that Sinn Fein/PIRA might gain politi�al advantage from providing or withholding information on a matter of basic decency was obscene. The Minlster also said that he wishad Lhat s6me of th�.i.rit:r:u::11at.ionr.1.l humcJ.n ri1=rhts bodies whi c: h were forict of visiU.nqNor t. h c n I Ire l and w o u l d f; pea k up 1: or t. he i am i. 1 i e 6 i S i r Joh n encourag�d the fami.lie� to spPdk to the US Conoul to·put p1·Asoure 01Llic) Iri r;h/1\rnerican consLituP.ricy. The f;u11.il ies had been yr-eatlybooG t cd L>y Pres idcnt Cl in ton's mention of the j r p .light at. t-.hc•Ecuriornic: Confcr�rice in May; they had wrilten to him again.

4. Mr Per·ry said that there had been some media speculation atthe weekend suggesLlng th�t the families might receive some .iniurnwtjon from PIRJ\/Sinn FP-i.r1 as "part of the peace proceL-,s". Mr McKen<lry s�id that he had read the article in 'Scotland on Sunday'and ::.ul:.n�c:quently spo ke t.o the journalist. Tho journa) isL said th�tthe i nfotmation which he had, held come from a senior sourer� on the"I3nletcJavti" side (,�s op_posed to the Si.nn F'ein side). cotrncj 1 lor Richard Mcl\11lcy had visited Mi- McKendr.y that aft�rnoonand explained that Gerry AdAms had not forgotten the fam.i lias 

Sinn Fe.in 

( bricfj ny :Mr McKcnc"Jry in �Xt1ctly the same t.errnc as the · Scotland onSundc-J y' ctrti c le but (Jeny ir1g l.t1at Sinn Fe in had i:ln ything to do \vi th the briefing). Mr McKP.ndry had .rebuked Mr McAuluy about s1.l9geF.;tJ.on:t.hd t. Ll1 e in forn1fltion would becorne <iVai lab 1 P ''at the right ti111e"; th,fnmi.Liet, .felt Lhat thr 1·ight tin1u was now,
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CONPlDENTIAL

::i. 'f'ho fa.mi lie:_; c1�;ked hn 1
,J the mf:l.ttP.r- hc=HJ been addr1::;ssed at XD. Sir ,John said that it ha,i b�on cai ,;ed as ,, requir ement t.o bl! i 1 dinqtrust and c.:onf:i.dericei tl1e only response which the Goven1irierit, likr,,,the fnrnilies, was i.nt.P.ref;t.ed in was action !_Lot sympat.hctj_crntirrnui:-inyu of concern.

6. 'rhii; meetins_i primarily al1 owc.1d LhE, .familie� to see f.hat thej rpl i<Jlil w,:ts being t,'F•cttPr.i sP.rirntsJy at thP. highest level.

of pol iticf:1.1 trade off�; on tr.iG 1ssue.
rn�ui_,:1 upporLuniLy tor t 1 1e Minjst.er and Ute iumiljes to reiturat-.P. Lh=:mcs�atJC Lhat thof;e w i '.:.h i �1::l llence must help U1 e famil i.es i.n thej_rq u c s t-. to � iv e the i .t· l o v e d one s a. decent b 11 r i a 1 .

The meeting did provide a 
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