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You asked me to clarify some•··points . .frF,,Pavidi-•HiJ:J. ' s le 'tter · to . · .·. "'. - , ;· ,l{' 
• ' ' ,-. ' • , 1 'I. I\, 1 o. _I 1 ' '' j ' 1 ', •-,., ; •� I �I<' � ._ ,h�' cr- '!\- .:;:�1" � 

David Barrie ··ot:·,-1 9 l l\t-c. oh ,:this•· matter:� . •·. -� .,._ :--,- · , •-. " , �·. :.-,_./ ·_- _ .. , . · ·
. . . . l .. ·r . . '• . . .I• • -· ,.,} • : (, :f i:":.1-' ... '(ji,� .,.,:'1! ·s/ . I ' t �,,. 

� .. "'I .... · . ·• � •t '• • • ·� �-. ', � \•••,t·•t��'t.,' .. � ,..r•. ;�• .. r��; • ' ~ ....... .. ', ' �- "i'•:• ,.· .. ,_' • 

There i s no existing•' le rgislat:i, ve' d>'r'o"vi-s,d!cjn: d:ea,ling with. petrole um'::· . . : 
·beneath territo.rial wa·ters. adjac��t-��9,��rth.ern� lie.land .. �Un,_d�X: . the 
Petroleum ·(Produc-tion) Act.i,(N:(),;,:1,.9.6:4';�;:6�e•·,.n�p�:r,tment 0£ Economic,: .,) ... 
Development own's ·;all petr◊l�"iun'b�ne"a'.�h�!N6r

t
rne.rit:/Lrel.and and., ha's-�.th�� · .. : ;r 

power .... �t.o license; exploration- "ft>';r·i&,'ucn:-���t,roJ;etiin:. '1::,.�As:- a rrese·�ve<i,,matter." .·· ' • . r :J 1--,"'t.t"""''.!. • " ·'- f ·�.,.. '- 1. '° I under the· 197•3 .. Constitution ;.�et,',� re�p�p.ce·s �de.I:"��the · seabed;•adjacent · to�_ . · r
Nort1"1ern

1 
Ire.land ido not _com�;)'fi;th'�n'. Pfif?t' ���i•t;•.��.Howeyer· _s'ince.·. 1-�.§�, t�" . , �-

former, ·Department -of Comrner·ce ·'ha:d,· jo±ntr· · .i,.t,h jtne�.Crqwn Est.ates.,, ... � ... .- � !
Commi�s::tonersi;'.issued lice;ilcE{s\;-':f'o,r • t}t�:iN'ls .ed-: : ,,.�i\L: . /. , .. 1 �
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.·' · ... ,;, -�·. :. . , . ,_·.··�-� : ;·.. ..� -("·'!'j�·.'?<1-".�;'ff:;,.�;. , .. :;t.•·· _" .J ;_ :_/ ·•. . ,. ;;,�1; . -� /1.;, . ';; ., , d

,The ·· pr-esumpti.on,· that -.,offshore petrole a�·.c0w�ed·-by .the Crown_ throughout 
the UK territo.rla.1 · seas was\c�lXec

f
·±.rit9t,,'question/by ,a�·_,Hi'gh <;�\rr:t:,ae�ision• 

of .1982 (the Lonsdale. jud'gment"),;:-. / 'rhisi"rfucessit;ated ·legislat16n� ·the - ' 
Oil and•, Gas Enterprise Act'· f9°ff2�,'whlch._.);"eg·u1ar.iis�d,/"tne posit-1:;on.-by -� .. -
confirming Crm�n .. :own_ership '_;_0£:�P.i�ro�eJ:T,i(ilnP:th�·�-sea's -�dj_acent. to ·_Gfeat 
Br t tain ., . H�wever- the .. owi:lersh:i:pto f...tfi�-j:��tJdl_ue�,; ,in th.� - sea· :ad j ace�,t;.. to
Northern ·rreland · remains; "'irh,question;,;ii:,�ct·· .. ,.- .. - fa. 11 
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• • � l . ' •, � ,·t •�&J; -�• f�''li. i\:t(; � • J ' � � • ',• ' l?-"'-;.I. 

Ther�· �s -�n · }rJent: need,,·:�;;:,&\ro:J�i/£n�J?.,.. ,s.:ri�o�,�fri;oµ��,-�·1e·gisr"at:f�n ;· . The
stat�s. �f t_he. �:t lice�c:es>is_s�e"���\'4:!1e �9JD;'"�1;�:,q,r,��/Est;,_a'tes_ ,,•·!,, 
Commissioners, i'.s. in. doubt: fRurt:her·,.;.e�r-�at1on�:1.<I'J.:'!;1?e hiJldered :·i.f��t'he 
questions of ·�w_ne�_ship a.nd� .�hi�ffqee�s:f1:1 • ,., i�fb'or:°l,�y :'a-i·;e ._hot ,,re_soJ ve�:.�, As 
you are aware ·t, there- has .. -beenJ·much reten"t <spe_cu.J;ation a,bout ,the. �- · � 

• • • -�-. �.... • • 4- .. •{ ·  • ., • . • { • -4'· ' ' ·--i � ...: .. existence of petroleum reserves'�of:f: �th.E!i,. �PU!?'liG o,f·.Tre l"and.' fi. coast ·,and 
this ·wi"l,l doiip_�le·ss: st.im-u'::t'at� ·;1rftere's:f;i�-£e-xp_lo·r.atlon :'�n··:Nor:-t;:l).�rn·· ft'eland
waters· .. The_{ecoi:i�mi_c" con:s�quehces )ff·'i!�}(t� fi:1;a ;\ildja·cen£; to· Northern-'_' 
Ireland -cou�d b���sj,.g1;ifi_ca�t;

--;
�J;foJ•lt· o:�?':�hAl .�ccbu1:\tS · for th7' Northern_ 

Ire Land' Of.f ice.' s.- desi;re .-t;.o·�,regu1arise'-':�1:ije s.1:j:uation by legislat,ion as
· . b' 1 .. .. ' ,., .• . {, ' · ., .... ,-: 1 ;: •• -.:. • "'- ', • 

soon as, possi _e . ·· ·, . .i1; • 
i. •• • · ·, •• r,.,�-,,,,; · f); · · , ·- .·, .

•.• � • ,. ,I.) �•-1!1, :- ·ft.� ' .. :t ·.' .. �,J! ·. •. -�- '. . ;· - ; . . � . ,. � . ' ·� t ·.1i: �!?;; , . . 
We w·oµld �:ike .t�_;he __ in ·� .:;�-�-it£o;;i -��i�:ti�:�ur:·: Mi_:1is_t7�

1

s t}J.�t-. tne �inger.s· 
of provok1-ng .,�h�,.· Ir :i.sh Go.Y;1:.m'1f!1t ::i.n_�f··",�esta�:.-'ng -�he�:r; .cla1._� · �o ownersr4tli1
of waters r'?und �.bhe whole. x.��_ansL, ar.e.J��'1i�al ,· .. and tJ:i.at,:they are, in, any. 
case,_ outw�1:gh�� ,_,py·:·econ_omip a_dv-an:tag��gr, Nor�her:_ni�Ireland. ·An obje·cUvw .• assessment of., t,he . Anglo_-rrfi�p ,reper���;�:$1:qns_ ��!>t • c·�me_;_ from. RID and the , 'Emb�ssy ratn�r .t�an .from ,ou.r:s.e.;tve,s .. ,,,f;;t�C?�.�:ar_e _ bes�� P.laced to consider r,ow 

� 

s�r:1:�:m:"lY. ,._the.�,l,ri:51) regard thei_r., the?.t-E;_fl�<2aJ,··.claim and whether,,. at th{t · · pment 'of •Anglo_-Iri,s
,, 

''·.i;.el_a_tions, .they would wlsh ·tQ 
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