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New information from four surveys

INTEGRATED SCHOOLING

A research note by Dr. JAMES RUSSELL

OBSERVERS of campaigns for Northern

integrated schooling in North-
ern Ireland must take account
of the Churches versus the
State conflicts in educational
provision and of instability in
the political regime. Since
the setting up of the Northern
Ireland regime over fifty
vears ago there has been al-
most continual conflict be-
tween either Protestant or
Catholic Churches and the
State over how and where
children should be educated.
The educational conflict has
been mirrored from the com-
munal group conflicts be-
tween those with Irish nation-
alistic sentiments and those
who stress a British, or Ulster
Protestant, way of life. Politi-
cal disorders and population
movemenis to religious ghet-
toes have made outside obser-
vers of educational provision
conclude that many “neigh-
bourhood schools” must be
segregated religious schools
for some time to come. Yet
the debate on integrated edu-
cation continues with una-
abated force. Campaigners for

integrated schooling insist
that compulsery education
along sectarian lines helps

maintain a conflict between
adults which began before the
introduction of compulsory
education., Integrated school
s .i~._ seon @3 8 miesns  of
softening (not eradicating)
the lines between the religious
communities of Northern Ire-
land allowing greater inter-
religious co-operation, fewer
barriers in a number of social
situations, and a reduction of
disorder.

This present contribution to
the debate on integrated
schooling in Northern Ireland
is mainly concerned with the
possible social and political
efiwcts of the friendship pat-
terns of some four thousand
schooiboys and one thousand
adults. The research is also
concerned with the possible
effects of limited integrated
education, the demand for in-
tegrated education, and
whether or not friendship be-
tween religions among school-
boys can be used as a surro-
gate for integrated schooling.
Only the very briefest indica-
tionn of new research findings
can be presented in this
article.

The extraction of knowledge
on topics other than those
which were the focus of the
original surveys is the aim of
the secondary analysis of the
four surveys in this arrticle.
These surveys were gathered
between 1971 and 1975 in
many different parts of
Northern Ireland., The first
two schoolboy surveys could
be regarded as Province wide
samples. (Secondary School-
boys 1971: N=2,000). (Prim-
ary schoolboys 1972: N
1,000). The third schoolboy
survey was gathered in
Greater Craigavon only. (Sec-
ondary schoolboys 1975: N =
1,000). The adult sample (ten-
ants of the Northern Ireland
Housing Executive) was col-
lected in every town of
Northern Ireland having a
population of 5,000 or more.

(1975: N = 1,000). All three -

schoolboy samples contained
approximately correct pro-
portions by religion and social
class. The adult sample, whilst
being mainly a working class
sample, contained approxi-
mately correct proportions by

Ireland (Census

1971).

Distributions of friendships
between religions in Northern
Ireland show that, taking ail
the four samples together, ap-
proximately three-fifths of
the population prebably have
one or more friends in the
other religious group. Protes-
tants in Northern Ireland are
almost as friendly with Catho-

lics as Catholics are with
f
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lated, strongly in many cases
to modifications in exireme
political beliefs, attitudes and
values. Among those who have
friends across religious bound-
aries one finds “repetitive
patterns which may have pre-
dictive force.” Alternatively,
friendship between religions
may have a spurious relation-
ship with social and political
views, only reflecting the in-
fluence of other, more im-
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“Among scheolboys there seems to be a distinct tendency for friendships between religions

some consequences for modi-
fications in some extreme
social and political beliefs,
attitudes and values.

Can one use the effects of
friendship between religions
as a surrogate for the possible
effects of integrated school-
ing in Northern Ireland? The
Technical Schools of Northern
Ireland give some limited ex-
perience of integrated school-
ing to those who have pre-
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in favour of wiolent politics
than their co-religionists in
the more segregated schools
of the town. Whether the
effects of friendship between
religions can be used as a sur-
rogate for the possible effects
of integrated schooling re-
mains in doubt. Any answers
to this question would lead to
very mixed conclusions, Cer-
tainly there is no one-to-one
relationship between the
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to diminish between 1971

and 1975. That seventy per cent of adults can repert having friends in _the other r_eligioa is some indicat_io_n that
political discord and disorder can proceed at the same time as much social friendship between the religions of

sex, age and religion for
Protestants. Among school-
boys there seems to be a dis-
tinct tendency for friendships
between religions to diminish
betwecen 1971 and 1975. That
seventy per cent of adults
can report having friends in
the other religion is some in-
dication that political discord
and diserder can proceed at
the same time as much social
friendship between the reli-
gions of Northern Ireland.
Approximately two-thirds of
scholboys in 1971.72 and nine-
tenths of bovs in 1975 thought
that Protestants and Catholics
in Northern Ireland disagreed
over politics rarher than over
specifically religious matters
such as “God and the Church.”
Friendship across religious
lines appears as a characteris-
tic which may substantially
effect social and political be-
liefs, attitudes and values.
Friendship Dbetween indivi-
duals in different religions
does appear to generalise
to a greater acceptance of
the other religious group as
a whole for social interaction.
Such friendship, however, ap-
pears ecapable of impro\fing
communal group relations
without weakening the speci-
fically religious beliefs and
behavicour of those concerned.
In what is probably the most
divisive area of all in North-
ern Ireland, politics, friend-
ship between religions is re-

Northern Ireland.,” — (Irish

portant, characteristics.

Over the three schoolboy
surveys twenty comparable
background control charac-
teristics were used in step-
wise mulriple regression ana-
lysis together with the friend-
ship wvariable, Rather than
purposively select controls
which one intnitively feels
may be important for reduc-
ing the association berween
social and political attitudes
and friendship across reli-
gious lines one may allow
the multiple regression pro-
gramme 1o automatically
select controls. These con-
trols which cause most
variance in friendship patterns

can then be used in higher-
order correlations. The auto-
matically selected controls

did reduce the strength of re-
lationship between social and
political attitudes and
friendship between religions,
but only to a limited extent,
In many instances the controls
had little or no effect upon
the relationships. The effect
of the controls upon the re-
lationships is not great enough
to allow us to say that friend-
ship between religions is a
spurious effect relying upon
other underlying factors. Al-
though the extent of friend-
ships between religions varies

in different sub-groups of
schoolboys in Northern Ire-
land, friendship between rve-

ligions, where it is found, has
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viously attended more segre-
gated primary and secondary
schools. One of the Technical
Schools used as an interview
centre during the Greater
Craigavon survey (1975) had
a religiously integrated first
vear (fifth year of Secondary
schooling). All the boys pre-
sent on the days of interview-
ing were included in the sur-
vey. In this school year two-
thirds of the boys were Pro-
testants and one-third were
Catholics which roughly re-
flected the religious propor-
tions of the town. This school
vear was purposively selected
for comparisons with boys of
a similar age in the more seg-
regated schools of the same
town. There are a number of
important social and political

characteristics over which
there is no correspondence
between friendship  across

religious lines and attending a
religiously integrated school
yvear. Whereas friendship be-
tween religions is associated
with reductions in acts of van-
dalism, and with modifications
in the justification of wvan-
dalism, this is not the case in
the religiously  integrated
school wyear. Also, whereas
friendship between religions
is associated with reductions
in the approval of violence in
politics 1t is the bowys in the
integrated school year, in both
social c¢lasses, who are more

effects of friendship across
religious lines and the effects
of integrated schooling upon
the social and political be-

liefs, attitudes and values of
schoolboys in Northern Ire-
land.

In the adult sample (1975}
only a minority of tenants

who lived on integrated hous-
ing estates kept themselves
more exclusively to their own
religion. At a minimum, liv-
ing on integrated housing
estates does nor reinforce
communal group  conflict.
Rather, integrated living
seems related to improved
community relations hetween
religious and political accord.
Whilst attendance at integra-
ted schools when children,
tends to reduce extreme
social and political views
ameoeng adults, it does so to
only a very limited extent.
Friendship between adults of
different religions does
appear to generalise to greater
social interaction on a num-
ber of levels and more posi-

tive feelings towards the
other religion as a whole. Cur-
rent friendships between

adults of different religions
are certainly more strongly
related to better community
relations than is having atten-
ded an integrated school
whilst a child. Yet although

so few adults experienced in-
tegrated schooling for them-
selves, and although its
effects upon social and poli-
tical views are so limited in
later life, there is a persistent
argument that mtegrated
schooling is necessary to pro-
duce better community rela-
tions and political harmony in
Northern Ireland.

Previous surveys have indi-
cated that a clear majority of
Ulster adults and young
_peoplc are in favour of educats
ing Protestant and Catholie
children together, In three of
the four surveys in this article
the question of integrated
schooling was firmly attached
to personal experience and
appeared in sections of ques-
tionaires dealing with other
areas of social acceptance or
with the current violence and
Security considerations,
Almost half the secondary
schoolboys (1971) and three-
guarters of the adults (1975)
approved of either sharing
their school with pupils of
another religion, or of cam-
paigns for integrated school-
ing even if the children of
their own housing estate were
affected. The majority of
adults and schoolboys who
approve of experiments in, or
the wholesale introduction of,
integrated schooling have no
experience of integrated
schooling  themselves. For
instance, three-quarters of the
adults  said they would
approve of a campaign 1o in-
tegrate Protestant and Catho-
lic children jin common
schools, vet only six per cent

of them had attended inte-
grated schools themselves,
another eight per cent

having some limited experi-
ence of integrated schooling.
This means that threedfifths
of Ulster adults want somes
thing for the children of the
Province which they have
never experienced for them-
selves, the effects of which
they can only imagine. On
the other hand, the young
people and adults of
Northern Ireland who have
had some experience of
friendship across religious
lines must have found that
this went together with bet-
ter community relations and
greater political agreement
between religions without, at
the same time, undermining
their specifically religious
beliefs. _

At the beginning of this
article I stated that observers
of campaigns for integrated
schooling in Northern Ire-
land must take account of
Churches versus the State
conflicts in education and of
instability in the political
regime. They must also take
account of the extent,'{md
possible social and pohtlf:al
effects, of friendships
between religions. It is pos-
sible that the high d_emanvd
for integrated schooling is
sustained by ecumenism,
secularism and by the pro-
ponents of commaon allegiance
in politics in Northern Ire-
land. Is it not also likely that
such demands are supported
by a confusion between the
effects of friendship between
religions upon social and
political life and the
immagined effects of integrated
schooling?



