
Obstacles to a new Relationship in Ireland 

1. Unionists ilave identified Articles 2 + 3 as tile major obstacle and by 
agreei ng to place this perceived obstac 1 e ' on tile tab le' the Dub 1 in 
government is meeting the -need to addre£sthis ob£tacl e. 

2. From the SDLP's point of vie\l\I tilere are other obstacles that need to be 
addressed: 

(a) the fact that approx. 35-40 per cent of the peop le in N I have an a 11-
Ireland fl~ame of refel~ence and do not regard tile Soutil as 'foreign' 
requires that identification and allegiance to be openly ackno\tvledged and 
accommodated both witilin the structures for NI itself and in any 
structures whicil would reflect tile widel~ all-ll~eland relationships; 
failure to admit this need is an obstacle; 

(b) the fact that po 1 it i ca 1 divi si on in I re land has I~esulted in di srupt ions to 
and distortions of development both on an all-Ireland basis and more 
obvi ous ly in border areas - the need to ensure that structures wi 11 address 
tilis situation is a cilallenge and failure to acknowledge tile need for 
common approaches amounts to a further obstacle; 

(c) particular pt~oblem areas exist in policing and the administration of 
justice - these need to be acknowledged and addressed; failure to do so 
rei nforces other obstac 1 es. 
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