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.horrific events. 

·The situation today is intrigui~g: 

, developed politically and economically and as the Irish )! ;::1f:i>:i! 
,in America have prospered and built on thetr extraordinary'. __ ;;_; ;·;··;_";i 

,. poljtical achi(:Vt-:ml:!nl.s of the paf,t hundred years. ,_. ;j /f· .. 1':! --~}i 

' These two global rela;.ionships have pli<yed major. role~ in J1;:tii 
'fortune~~ of Ireland in recent years. From America c~· --::-~~. ;.•,/, 

. . - . , ·_¥;;,,'. -v;;~ 
tourists and much of the industrial investment which cr~;t~k-:·\I 

. ;· : ~ ·-\ ~_-. ') . j . \i 

ttte impre:;;s1ve economic development of the Republic in rec~rit''. : 

year:;. Vrom Europe have come I.he economic benefits qf 

; mt!mbc:r::ri i p of 1.h,: CcJmmun i. ty whi t:h havt: Lran!;formed 1 i fe, 

' 
! par Li ,:ul orly in t_ he Hepubl ic. and cl:5u pul j. t i _cal · 

·rt-~l:11.icin::hip wit.h Lh<: neigh-bnuring i~~lnnd. 
: . 
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,_ __, [ .- -~~fti\ · 
.t9 the leadership of the -great cities and some .. qf· ~~he:•.~1~~, 

. . . . ., _.: \·:-1~~-
it was still excluded from Wa shington. That s:i:tuati'.en,;.:cf.i,a. · 

. .. -. -·. -· : .. '.:)~:~~1.~:.c 
dtiamatically, in 1960 with· the Kennedy Presi~ency. , ·_; ·;Jt{~r:t-

_-. ". . · r:!:'f~:tt·dr 
· I:'n r,ecent years . t he influe nc·e . of po~erful and res°j:>'onsi,-t1.1Je\'.&i~i;.~ .. 

~~ei,ican leaders of Irish extraction in Washin!lto!'l,' ~~;~i!fJ 
~e·nator Edward Ke nnedy anci House Speaker, 'l'ho~as P • o'•;N·eii?f.c1••'·. ':. 

, ! ~- .i:• t>·~~· ~~~~ ~~1

-•r 

tirought t h:i,.s issue to a p o in~ where t _he Admini-Stfat~i<>p :,~~~r<~:K, ., .. 
A iresponsible . careful and very g e nero_us _positio~. on. ~.i,~m~~;'if',;: 

, arid :for the first t:i,me an Ame rican Pre sident ' )'las sp6ker-f:'!6n ...-~t-h§f 
,; i ·. •. -1: t ·f't;~.t~()~l~; 

pr.o.blem. As a result' the s upport for violence from t'.h1et tJh1itleiJ,:~{ :;> ~,-

s:1,a:tes has b.een contained and ha,s in fact dropped. · ;;~i~1;h,~fl~i ·• 
.s.Hould have been maintaine d during the past years of pofi:ti·cf.iit:·r.,,,:. 
? i . · ·; : ft,;:: :\'t~J;trt~i 

v-~c·m,lm in Northern·· Ireland is an extraordinary achievem.eirl"ti . - · ·;", ~fb)· .Pt~ . . .' : , :· : _; r\- .;;:· : :.;A 
•~~e.re ar"e many me n, women and children in North'=! rn Irei:~n·9.,>'-\iti~:~ ~:~J 

:t: r: 0 ::Y :u:h a:c: 0:: i : : :::d:c::":' :: i ::~ . P".'.:::; ::: f:~~;~~JZ{ii 
Administration has committed i tse.lf to provide economic· laid ·1~-; .. i.?f ?it,fl 

. '. ·t : .' . { ,~- : .': ,/,~;,\!ii 
the event that a Bolution a ccep table to both s ides :J,n No,r!:Jt~_r.n·, / '\'~}-

. . · :. ii.~ ,.:~, ~-.r ~-:-.;_::~. ~8-
r te i and and to t h e Bri t ish and Iris h Governments c an be· \f6urid;?t- :r 

. . -. :.· ; '!:/ :°:~T\:), · :\;.,w.r 
'rhat is generous commitment It is humane. respons+b~e _;'9."~L.-: ~•,~'i •: :\ ~! 

unprovocati ve . It is a maj o r incentive t o rec onc iliati'.on. _l~i] ,· 'll 
W8.;S welcomed by t he Irish and Brit ish Governments and th1ey were .:/· ~:-~\ 

. • . • . ' 'i''r.·l 
• ! •' -~ \.~ 

bot h cons ulte d ab out it. I reland ha.s _ become a J.e gi tima.te and serio( 

issue in the Atlantic relatio nship b ~tween Lond_on and Wa.shirigf<;>Ji. ''.\f;t : --~· ~w 
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There is a natural tendency on the part of the pu~f~9, , 

·which ex tends to politic al. leaders~ip, to· regard N{{r-~h~rn · Irel~nd '; 
'} ··~•··· ' ' ~. ~,;:~"('.' : 

a:: ;J I rap;ir: ini:oluble morass on which it -i~: vaLn tf wi;iste the 
~ ~ •. 

l'rlt~f'>-1.Y :,1uJ C<lllCl'r'll ,,r poli LLcia11:;, Lt-w nwdia and ordi_nary 

Will i 1. nc.:vc:r end?" i.:; the: jadc-:d rc-:acti.on to the 

lal.c::1. al.ru<..:il.y. "What is is all abouL?" is tht~ rhetorical 

qw:::t.i1111 l.c, whi<:11 pcioplc would r,rt:ft't' nnl. 1.o hear a'reply.· 

'!'hi:; h,.t:: bec,n Lhc d.i.:,;a~;t;rou~ al.L.il.ud<.! whieh gerwraLed t_he 

political vacuum of the past five years. Not alone is this 

attitude irresponsible and immoral: it is also dangerouG to 

us all because it has encouraged the killers. The recent 

horror:; showed, and 1 hope will, force all the protagonir~ts 

to this crisis to rigorous~y re-examine th~jr own roles, 

responsibilities, hop~s and room for manoeuvre. 

r · ,r 

The British shuuld acknowledge that the basis of their policy ~s~ 

unworkable, a tragic mistake whi.c.;h must bt! ~;e l right .. The basis 

uf l.hal. poUcy 1:;, i.n fact., an unconditional guarantee of support 

of I.he c,l.hcr-. 'l'h i u hai:·1 cnnured bc,l.h l.hc ,11 i l'llal.'ion of the 

minuri t:y and I.he unwillingness, indeed i.nabj l.i t.y, of Unioni::;t 

p()l i t.i,:;_.d 11:adt·r:: Lo have.: any mcani 11gful di..1l,igul· wi_\.h anyone 

about the problem. Such an unconditional guarantee to 

ran 1"im i 1.h that the Whi tP.s of Zimbabwe could remain 1 inked to 

tir· i L.;.1 i II a;: l "ni'. a:: Lh(:y w i :,hed would hav1· m:101' Lhf: pr<!~.:cnL 

111·1;-~1,l. i :11. i ,,11:: ,,11 1/,im!J:-1bwr• i 11c;1Jl11.:c: i vatd1·. W i 1.h ::ueh guarun LLi<'n 

hr· wrJuld 11<:vr:r· Lalk Lo l.ht! blacks, Whal. hrn: I.hi:, policy 

prndur:r:cJ !'or Norl.hcrn .I r<!land? Has i t. :r,rnduccd po~ce? llau 

i :·. pr()duc.;ed ~; Lab Lli ty? Is it unreasongblc Lu suggest that the 

1.im<: ha:_; come fur iL l,() be re-examined? 
• 

I ••• 
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i •: Lhe g1..,verning concern of Unionist~. Lu Ii r o L ,-: c l. LhC;: r:i ghls 

distinc~iv0ness of their own tradition. That is a :).egi ti'mate 

admirable concern in itself. Alas, giv~n the politicai 

Northern Jreland, it has manifested itself steadily 
. . 

i11 l"aeL on nc, mor•1· l.hai1 :i11 :.wl. of' I.he: llr1tl:.;h 

a measure wh Leh itself cons t ·i Lu ld!; 1.ht· chief obstacle 

and the ultimate source of the wasLPful drain on 

limited British ~esources which is Northern treland today. 

-.I feel th~:y should se rJously ask themsE>lves Wh(!Lhur this is a real ., 

•nd abiding security? 

:want in this island: •. 

Does it offer any prospect for what we all 

a prosperous future free of the conflict, 

~instability and violence of -generations? l L clearly does not. 

: It is in the interest of the Unionists themselves to jettisson 

this straJght jacket. They are, it has often been truely said, 

a gifted and hardheaded people. There is no r e ason w~y they 

strength of th1! i r o wn members rather than in the e phemeral 

·The· 1.rndit.i,111:d , .,ll: ,t urc 111.' Dqbl.in ha:·: lH'i·r1 l.11 •·l : 1 i r11 l ht1l._u11il.y 

i:; l.hc: nrily ::1ilul.i1111. 

·· haB bt:P.n lt!fl. undefined and interpreted by Uniuni :; t.:: a::; conque:~L 

, ,r l ht· N11 r I tl liy l.hc ~ :;tJu 1.h. ·uni Ly to many ha:: 1,r•! · omc · , i ncr1:dl t,ty 

:.1 di rt:y W()rd. Ireland must be one of the fl·:w pl:-f,: 1· : : un 1..•art.h whc~re 

people• ::,:riuu::ly i;;uggei-; t that it is wrong Lo uni l.c · 1wuplt'! 

' I 
Gove rnmr~n t, parL ies and people of the Republic prt•parcd to accept, · t.he : 

a plurali st Ireland, one that is dominated by n o Hectlon or tradit ion ? 

/· .. 
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believe that they d<.i but it Js long Pat•;L I.he Lir:i<: 

mc•rm i ng or uni Ly ;;hould be~ ;-:pc·l L ,,u I.. 

'• 
,i :I 
u! ,.I _- I 

i 

rH,. · 

tlme hau cume for a poslLive and decisive inlLiaLioe. 
r-1' 

by both Governments a9ting together. 
l t. must 

clear l.haL Lhcrc: nrc• no longc-r any unc()ricJ i I. i <mnl gu;:.1ranL<·!er> 

They :~hould i'i rs tly 

they should make it clear that there is in fact no sofution . ' 

but· only a process which Will lead to a soluLion. 

themselves committed to such a process, a process of 
They should 

integration of the differing traditions on this island, a process l 

lead to an agreed_ Ireland with po:"j L.i ve roles for all. 

building a new Irela~d. 

invJte all parties to participate Jn thi~ procens, the 

Some will undoubtedly reac1, with 

refusal but the process should conLtnu~ wiLhuuL Lhum, leaving 

r
he door always open fort.heir participation at any stage, 

nct"nd in embarking nn l.h i ,; prnc,•e,g wn <>Ui<h t. f.., "" ,.,,..,,.,rng,:d by 
. 

ih,, nxampl« or bnl.h l.h« u., i l.<·d ,:1 at.n" "'"' t h•· J,:.,,,.,, ... ,,,, ,·.,.,m,un i 1,y, l r l.h« Unit.,•,t ::in1.,,,, ;,, "Pit,·.,,. <l•·•·p ,r;rr,.,.,.,,..,.,, .. r .,,·ii,;,, ni«I h:wk-

.'I'<,u11<i lh<'_y li:1v1· 1·11r-1'.•·t! :, ,·,,1,:;l.il11Liur1 whi,·t1 i:; :,!,t, I,, h:,r·r,,·:::: lh,· f . f""l dirr,.,.,.,,,.,.,, ;,, ff,,.''"""""""'"'"· Yd,.,,,.,,,.,,,,,.,.,.,,,,.,,,"""""· 
i:" blacks are still blac k and the Irish sun par,.,ct,, nn :;1., !•at.rick's. 

ay. They have created a un.ity in'diversi.ty. 

I • ... 

r. ·•. 
·j 
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I 
-i~ijV!agez,y of two Wqrld Wars w'f~h . b-i tte~ness 
• . • . • • •• ◄--·~:i . 4 ~- • 

·that goes far beyond anything .. ?tr.at we :· have 

island. 

German and the French are ~t-Xfl French. 

diversity. 

Is_ it· too much to ask that .. w.~ .. -on ~his small island do .p~e.ci~e1y·_. 

the same thing? Is it too much to ask that the two ris~onei~le 

Government declare themselv~s now in favour of such• process., . 

Can we too build a unil:y in diversity? 

0-0-0-0-0-0 
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