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No. 216 

,'. 

.' AN-CHQIRT DtJICHE ' . THE DrSTRIcrCOURT · 

. . 
Form 4 - Rule 5 

C~IMINAL PROCEDURE ACf, 1967 

section 6 (1) (d) 

STATEMENT OF . EVIDENCE 

DUBLIN METROPOLITAN 
II 

District No. 

THE ATTORNEY GEN~RAL .. .. ......... .. .. .. ... . . . . ....... .. .. ...... ...... ...... ... ... . . . Prosecutor 
ALBERT A. LUYKX, JOtIN K.ELLY, JA11~S J. KELLY" 

.. ~ I <. .. .' . . 

C I iARLESJ. .I:I.~~ ~ ~~~~ ..... ~~ .. ~~.~.~~. t ~ ~ • • • ~~~~~~. ~ ~ ••••••• {\ccused 

, ~ 

State~eI1:t of ~he evidenfe that is to be given by .... J;~9.~ ... ~Y.~,~ .. 9.~ .. 4~ ... 9.~!: .. f: ~ck-
: hill Road, Portmarnock, . 
. ·C-O·~·· D'Ub·l·!}l'.-·· .. · ··· .... · ............ . ... (wItness no. 17 • ) :-.. 

I am Superintendent in Aer Lingus Carg9 Section at Dublin Airport. 
In the course of my duties, . at a'bou t 4.p • Ill.· on Wednesday, 15th. 

April, 1970, it became necessary for me to enquir e regarding a . , . 

proposed ahipment ·of arms and 8JiUIrunition consisting of ten (10) 

cases of pistols weighing 581 kilos ano. seventy-two (72) cases 
1\ 

of 9.m.m. Luger bullets weighing approximately 1500 kilos from 

Fra:p.kfurt to Dublin Airport ' by Aer Lin~a. · Th~ consig:nee was 

Otto Schleuter of Weluks Ltd., Capel street, Dublin. I was 

aware that, ' because of I.A.T. A. 'Regulations, it would not be 

possible to · ship ammunition 'by passenger plane, but there was 
" . . ' 

no restrict~ons o~ t he carriage of ar.a by passenger plane 

~der these Regulation~. it was to duty to see if the proposed 

,shipment of ten cases -of pistols was in , ord~r at Dublin Airport d d • , 

"as' far as Customs an~ other legal requirements were concerned. 
. ' . ~ 

I went to the offioe of Mr. Desmond, the Customs Surveyor, to . ' . . 

check as to these requirements~ Tllere was another man 

present ill Mr. Des1!l-on t s Office ·..v.hen I entered and Ivlr. Desmond 

introduced thi~ roan t~ me as 'Mr. Kelly'. The I.lr. , Kelly 
introduced to me is the accused John ... ~el1y. I said to I.1r. 

Desmond in Mr. Kelly 's presence that I had ca.l.~ed to.lUS off ice 
fIi • ' .. l ,,- {. 

ill connection with a proposed importa.tion of arms. 
(fJ81) .N28031/A.3iOOOO.4/S9.W.P.W.ltd.22 
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II.Gad .aid tAat Mr. 'Xelly and hiuelf' were talking abQu" 

it. I ...,keo. ~. D ••• oad it '"e oGn.~p.IUtat! lIlentioned was 
". - j" (. .... ~ , • 

" . 

above bQard a8 far as Custom. were concerned!.e. if a licence 

and Customs requirements were in , order. He said be had checked 

it and the consignment had Government approval. We then 

discussed my refusal to accept carriage of the awmunition, because 

.a the regulations I have mentioned, but I told them that I had 

given the O.K. for the ten cases of pistols, subject to checking 

.1 th Mr. DeSDU)nd that importation was in order. This f inished 

our discuBsi 'on. 

disoussion. 
Mr. Kelly was present during all of this 

On Tnursday·morning the 16th. Apri.l, 1970; in the' course of my 
du,tie., I was a.ware " that the , ten cases ot firearms were expected 

tQ arrive at Dubl in Airport on Flight No. 651 on Friday, 17th. 
A.pril, , 1970. . On the ,mJ7rning of the 16th. April" 1970, I 

called to Mr. De8mou~'s off ice to inform him of tA~ expected . . 
arrival of the :fir earms. hir. Kelly was again in ~Mr. Desmon's 
off1ce when I enter ed. On this occasion our comvecsation became 

• '- intimate thail on the to.i..~mer occasion and I was led, to bel ieve 

that the operation was 'top secret. Mr. Kelly B~id he ~ was worri ed 

labolt how many people in AerLingus l~ew of the operation and I ' 

t old 'him about nine or ,ten. ' Mr. Kel ly then asked 1Ihat could the 

"'oonsignment be -described as on the Weigh Bil l and Iv!4nlff!st and i t 

was o'bvious to me that he didn't wish it desoribedas firearms. 

~.b.e 'point arose as a result of ~ lle telling him that the, aircraft 

would be flying through ' Ma.nch~ster where a copy of ' the Manifest 

would be taken off. We also discus sed splitting the shipment 

andbring1ng the ammunition through London. Mr. Kelly would not 

agree to this under any, circums ~ anceS. I Understood from the 

oonversation ' that owing to the troubled state of t hings in ,,: 

• North ern Ireland, Mr. Kelly 'did' not wish it to become ' known to 
, t11tt Bri tish that this c,onsigrunent ·was arriving in Du.bli.ll. lUx. 

Desmond then suggested s t opping the ten cases of pistols f rom 
coming separately ' and le'a.ving the en'ti~e consignment of arms and , , 
ammunition to oome forward di a charter basia. I.ir. Kelly said he 

woUld check this cut but that tie coo1d not giv'e the O.K. to , , ' 

stQPping the shipping of the pistols. I told ·Mr. Kelly that I 
. 

would be speaking to the Aer Lingus representative in Frankfurt 
by 'phQne later that day and tha t I would try to do all I cou.ld 

to keep the matter of the importation of firearms seoret. 
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No" 216 

AN CHuIRT DUICHE 

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE ACf, 7 

,.). 

District ,CQurt Area of District No.· 

........ ..... ; ............................................... Prosecutor 

••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••• • •••• I •••••••••• ••• • Accused, 

ent of the evidence that is to be gi ven by 

.................... : .............................. (witness no. ):-

(Statement of Jack Ryall continued) 
1 

'At this atage I was fully convi,nced that the proposed 

consignment had Government approval as ,stated by 'Mr. Desmond. 

IViy only interest in tlle matter Vias in the safety of the aircraft. 

I asked 11r. Kelly!f I Vlould lay on security at Dublin Airport 

when the ten cases of pist<:>ls w0uld arrive ,and he rel-'lied that .he 

didn't want any s~cur~ty. Th.~ Surveyor, , r~. Desmond, said he 

was satisfied from the' Customs clea.ranee point of view and 

would give permi8sionto collect the cOl1signmentby lorry at 
the ramp at Dublin Airport. Later that evening, I spoke to Mr. 

Johnston, the Aer Lingua represe,ntatlve in Frankfurt, over the 

telephane. Mr. Kelly rang me on -the 'phone later that evening 
and asked me to confirm whether tile ten cases were to be 

shipped or not '.~ and I told him I had already stopped them in . 

Vienna because they mig.ht attract too much attention at Frankfurt 
if they arrived there from Vienna as IfIr . JQMsto13. had requested 
security in Frw~furt 'for their arrival there. He accepted this. 
When I arrived at my office about 9 .20.a.:m. 0n ,b'rid.al, 17th. 

April, 1970, I was given a mesS'age to ring Iilr. Kelly .at 903926. 

(881 ) .N28031/A .310000.4/69.W.P.W.Ltd.22 
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I did so and spoke, to r.!r. Kelly on the 'phone. He informed 

De that a , Mr. Kelly and a Mr. Albert had left Dublin for 

Frankfurt t hat m.orning and .be requested me to ask Mr. Johnston 

to meet them in Frankfurt. I 'phoned Mr. Johnston. I 

received another 'phone call from lJr. Kelly at 5.p.m. on 

that evening, the 17-th. April, 1970, and he enquired if I had 

spoken te U~. Johnston ~ld I told him that I had spoken to 
Mr. Johnston and had asked him to meet the~ { twG men, Mr. Kelly 

and Mr. Albert as he had xequested. Mr. Kelly then aske4-•• 
if I was on duty over the week-end and 1. . told him '110 f J but 

I gave him the 'phone nwwber of my home to use if he wanted 
to contact me. I haven't heard from Lir • . Kelly since. 
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