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we have been aware for some time both through the Ambassader
in London and through other contascts that Mr. Callaghan is
enamoured of the idea of creating s reglonal branch of the
British Labour Party in the North. !He first mentioned the
matter to the Ambassador when he was Secretary of State at
the Vome Office last Mareh. The Ambassador had expressed
wilgivings and since then the smbassador has been advised,
at official level, that the idea would probably not be
acceptable to the Government here. “hen ¥r. Callaghan
raised the subject agaln with the Ambassador on 21lst Cctober
he was, therefore, told that Dublin weuld leck on the develooment
with disfavour.

This does not secem to have made much impression on Mr. Callaghan.

we must, therefore, look more seriously at the matter and obtain,
within a very short period of time in my opinion, the ¥inister's
instructions on what should now be said to Mr. Callaghan and/or
¥r. Wilson. The reason for expedition is that I understand from
other socurces that Mr. Callaghan is likely to produce definite
propogsals for the MNatiomal Fxecutive of the British Labour Party
on this subject in the near future and if the Minister's view

is that the Covernment would be strengly opposed then we should
consider expressing this view appropriately withcut much delay.

Mr. Calla ‘s case in favour, so far as we know it, is contained
in the following extract from the Ambassader's renort of the
conversation of 2lst October -

"aAt that stage, Mr. Callaghan said he wanted to tell me of the
efforts he is making to set up in the North a regional branch of
the Lagbour Party. He has been 'B!kiﬂg very hard on this matter
in recent months and is hopeful of ing approval for the idea
fairly soon. Under the arrang he has in mind, the headquarters
of the regicnal branch would be in RBelfast and agents would be
appointed in all the constituencies. lie stressed that he is

not at all motivated by any consideration of getting more Labour
seats in vestminster. His nlan would, In fact, be geared
essentially to the bullding-up of a.g:naiu- Labour oprosition in
Stormont. I recalled that he had eady mentioned this matter
to me when T ¢alled on him in the MHome Office in March last.

¥y understanding then was that his plan was related to YWestminster
seats and he told me he has changed his mind on this in the
meantime. I recalled the misgivings I expressed to him of f the
cuff at our earlier meeting and said I could now give him a meore
officlal view as to what our attitude would be. e would, in
fact, view such a development with disfavour. It would mean a

“ ymore positive recognition by the Labour Party of the continui

division of my country. He sald he would greatly regret it i

we weve to take this stand officlally. He, and many of his
colleagues in the Party, are convinced that only through a
sustained and systematic oﬁoratian aimed at workers and small
farmers in the Morth will it be possible to build up an effective
opposition to the nionist Partz. He would envisage having
Labour candidates in all constituencles In the next general election
in the MNorth and he hoped that we would see ocur wayto fall in with
the rlan he has in mind which would be introduced as an experiment
confined to a ten year period. With the type of organisation
which the Labour Party would set up in the “orth there would be

no danger of infiltration by undesirable eléements. The poliey

of the MNorthern branch would certainly have te be thaot unification
of Ireland could come only when the majority of the population in
the North favoured this change. I remarked that the development
he has in mind could do serious damage to the new oprosition paﬁ:r
in Stormont and we would regard this as unfortunate. e brush
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this comment aside by saying that the new party has no future.
Itizill disinteqgrate quickly because it has no ¢ ine basis
of cohesion. 1 saild that, with a strong reaction at home

to such a devel . the standing of the Labour Party in
this country with the Irish voter might be seriously dam .
He sald he doubted if this was likely even though people like
Maurice Foley would share my view”.

The reasons against would appear to me to include the following -

1) in general winion is that ¥r. Callaghan takes a superficial
view og the .1:3.z on in the Morth and has very little understanding
of the deeper currents of opinien there. If this is the case his
reasons for creating a Labour Opposition in Stormont derive from

an insufficient understanding both of psycholegy within the area
and of our attitude about the country as a wholej

2) historically there never has been a Pritish pelitical part
in the Nerth. - The Unionist Party, although connected with tza
conservative Party, is a ntrictlz Irish party and always has been.
If the tritish Ltgeur rarty had taken a resl interest in the
NMorthern situation 50 years ago one might give them some credence
today. The fact is, however, that they did not do so and now
deserve no acquiescence from us in setting up their own operation
in the MNorth;

3) possibly ¥r. Callaghan thinks that the political breakdown in
the torth Ioavos some room for capitalising on the situatien in
the interests of the Pritish Labour Party - ag if the problem were
essentially a British one. In fact, of course, it is nothing of
the kind and ¥r. Callaghan should be disabused of any notion that
the minority in the North will now vote for Labour out of gratitude
for :?at ¥r. Callaghan was forced to do to maintain Pritish !
prestige;

4) the minority is attempting the wvery difficult task of forming
its own pelitical party at the present time. In doing so, via
the Social Democratie and Labour Farty, it has managed te attract
supnort from, among G%h.#l’ part of the Yerthern Ireland Labour
Party (¥r, Paddy Devlin MP), part of the Republican Labour Party
(Vr. cerry Fitt MP), part of the Nationalist Party (ir. Austin
currie ¥P) and strong representation from the original Civil Rights
Movement (My. John Hume MP, Mr. Tvan Cooper EF and Mr. Paddy
O'anlon #P). The intrusion of the Pritish Labour Party into
the volitical scene will be resented and opnosed strongly by all
of these elected representatives of the minority.

%) the two major political parties hore, Fianna Fail and Fine Gael,
have been careful not to orcanise themselves in the North although
any Irish political party has a greater right to do so than any
British political party. Instead their policy has been to
maintain a liaison with the malor oppogltion party in the Nerth.
Until recently the major ogition party was the MNationalist
Party which has congiderably lost in prestige and influence for
reasns which T need not go inte nows Tt appears to be in the
best interests of all involved that the general pelicy of good
liaiseon between the Covernment here and the principal Cnposition
party in the Morth should be continued rather than that the

major parties here should thomselveg enter the nolitical arena

in the Yorth. Insofar as Fianna Fall and Uine Cael have restrained
themselves in this situation for the general good then 1t might
b:taxp;cted that ¥r. Callaghan should also stay out of the
gituation.
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6) there has been an apparent attempt by the Irish Labour Party
tl form a lialson -ithﬁgga SDLP in the Horth, This attempt

at 1iaison has so far failed and in my opinion will continue
to fail. I have reported on this subject already and merely
mention it here in, order te distia?uith betweon the restrained
record of Flanna Fall and Fine Gael in the matter as compared
with the more forward position which the Irish Labour Farty
have attempted;

7) ¥r. Callaghan admits thaet a Pritish Labour Varty in the North
would necessarily be proeconsgtitution, Accerding to the
arbassador's note he expressed the idez in thils way "the pell

of the Nerthera branch would certainly have to be that unification
of Treland could only come when the majority of the peopulation

in *he North Tavoured this change®. The pellicy of the Secial
Nemocratic and Labour Party 13 expressed In the following terms -

"Te promote ccoperation, friendship and understanding between
Hattg and South with the view to the eventual reunificstion of
Treland through ths gonsent of the majority of the pecple in the
North and tn the South®,

The difference 18 more than one of verbiage ss, in fact, there

i1z 2 great qulf hetween the knowm views of the leading members

of the SDLP and those of My, Callachan. There is no doubt

at all fer example that the TOLP would nugh forward anything

which favours cross-border cooperation but a Nritish Labour Party,
if 1t replaced the SDLP, c¢ould have other overtones -~ so much so,
indeed, that %1t would be incapable, in any event, of zttracting
the suport in any measurs of the minority. It enuld conceivably,
however, create a situation vhere hoth the maierity ty in the
North and a minaritx Pritish Labour Party were equal Y O
partition and this 1s something which we hove every r ggt t¢c oppose;

8) the general policy on the North expressed by the Taciseach is
desioned to facilitate reconciliztion betweer MNorth and South.
In thls respect we are in a position to count on precsures in
this direction from the Censervative Coverrment in vestminster
which, while helding to fts view that the Vorth is entitled te
remain British, if a majority there wishee it, appears to have a
2x0at-r historical sense in the matter and appears dimly to realise
he need for an eventual new arvangement. Mr. Callaghan's
concept may run directly contrary to any such supposition. It
would not surprise me if he privately believes th:-t the minority
in the Morth would be glad to remain Spitish if they are treated
equal ly with thelr nelghbours. FPven if he were richt in this -
something with which I disagree very strongly - it is in the
interest of ocur ceneral policy that he shoild not be allowed to
try for such a "solution®. JMr. Callaghan's support for the idea
of integrated education 1s of a vlece with the suspected view
that he is very far from understanding the minority im the Horth.

In the circumstances T recomwend the following ~

1) we should oppose firmly the Callaghan suggestion and make it
clear to him that it is not acceptable te the Dublin Covernment;

. 2) 1f he proposes to go shead im spite of this we should make our
\ views known to Me. Wilson and to other Lsbour lesders like

Yre. Denig 'ealey so that they will know the Government's view
in advance of the meeting of the MNational Executive and will
not act in fonorance of it;
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4)

5)

b

if the British Labour rarty, in spite of such behind-the-
scenes pressures from us, should declde to go ahead in

the Nerth we should publicly dissociate ourselves from

the experiment and indicate a preference for the indigenocus
minority party. Apart from the effect of this on the
prospects of the Pritish Labour Party in the Horth it
would pay dividends in terms of the relations of the
Government of the day here with minority pelitical
leaderehip in the Morth;

at an avpropriate time we might consider alse making 1t
clear to the Conservative Party that we ose this
fnitiative by Mr. Callaghan; this could have the additional
dividend of incressing our influence with the present
Pritish Covernment;

T also submit that any consideration of a return of the
Labour Party to power in Pritain should not prevent us
from taking a resolute line on this subject. If, as
sugaested, our 1on$-term national interest could be
affected by competition in the North from a well-financed
British Labour Party, we should eppose it without reserve.
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