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This had been suggestad by ¥r, Caddy Tewlin V.F, as he feli that
Pre Fitt would like to have an mm*t? of lettiing his views
be kncum orivately on 3 number of matters 4o the Zoverrment here.

I vigited p, Pitt at his home on Sunday evening lstfa %:W
and spent over tweo hours with hime I ralsed no topics myself
as I wished to see the order of impertanes he attact ta things
and d%d not want ¢o mil the soroxrtunity by asking lsaﬁ!.m;
questions.

“r, Fltt's first concern is the examination by the Public iccounts
Cwiﬂw of the Northemm Distress Rellef FPund. He has two maior
goncEING, (hey are ~

{1} ure Deviints situation. %o told me that ir. Devlin
is utierly hemest althouch, a5 is well-knowm, excitabls
and given to talking off the ton of his Head. Bre Titt
is quite sure, in his own mind, that Pr. Devliin goted
nreperly in the ¢iwmﬁma that existed and thit ne
b1 sme s!wa:l:! be attached to him for any misuse of the
Fund by others.

[T am giving in a separate note further details of this
Fiven to me by ¥r. ~eviin iz ancther conversati

¢ According to both Fitt and Devlin, in sevarste discussioms,
¢ the zleavage in rocard to the use of the funds bhecave
| evident irrediately after ¥r. Slanev's speech in
Letterkenny on Movember &ih, 1585, e Fitt was asked
te issue a statement supporting Vp. 21 but refused
to do S0 ?a.mliamalscamd S3uUe a
statement suvnorting “r. Tlamey and alsa refused to
40 ss. Thereafter be was squeszed out of the handling
of the Clones Fank Account and knows ne more about it.

Yre Fitt said that the misuse afE the Fund was both
chyious and tragic in Selfast since sbout Janaary of this
vear. Thuars and lay-shbouts from the Mew Lodoe Road area,
msmng tnown teo him since his childhood, were clearly
in recelint of Irigh and, in "s epinlon, were
emploved to stir up trouble at will. The ares is in
Hre Fitt's Storment cmﬁtam? - ﬁ‘m Dock constituency.
In the initial stages he could nak understand what was
hapnening but later It becawe cleoar 2 him that certain
ricts wore connected with certain situations in nublin.
The lime of command, so far as he could discover, was
from v. Elaney to MNry. Paddy Xermiedy ¥.F. at the politicsl
level and throucgh the Nelly hwthersatﬂwatrm?-m
level. The ¥ellys originally came from the Mew Lodge
Road amea Mmeeftmwba& inte it a year age
 is now in char of what ¥r, Fitt described as

in that area. Mr. FPitt has a

Iow ocinion .y reonle and beligwes that thev
have set back aragzm 2t political level to a
substantial » Tt has hecome noticsable %o ﬁ.m.

however, that fumds have bheen lass freely availlable since
about twe sonths aqo and he is hopeful that this may step
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the contrived riotinn. The peonle rald from thess
funds earlisr are now returning te the Labour Exchances.
ntil recently the exvlanatioam for giving them money
wae that they were llable %o arrsst 1f they loft the
sresz and had to ke superied. “‘"f’s was never irue,

in Yyr. Fiti's opinion, buwt 1t mavy be used as an excuse
in relation %o an emmixmﬂ:m of hrw the funds were
exnended;

{11} ur. Fitt, who was the mentor of Paddy Kennedy and
brought him Iinfo polities in the Republican Labour
Party, has now definitely parted company with him.

He retains a certain persenal syepathy with
whom he regards as an imsatuye persemality. He
believes that Rennedy is mletel in ¥Yr. Slaney’s
pocket. On this subject he sald me that he might
have retained some respect for ¥r. Blaney if he had
had roason at all ite belisve or could have persuaded
himself ¢o believe that Fr. Elmy had a2 genuine concemn
for the minerity in the Morth., All tho events of the
past vear, iml.iﬁng the {ecal destruction of Paddy
¥egnnedy as a ;al tician as a parson, convince him
that ¥r. Blaney's iﬂtmm lay elsswhere and he has
nothing good to say of him. ‘Yo does nmot undevrstand
¥re Maguchev's role. He fuls that 2w, Paugm w3s
sushed gradually into an Impossible position by
ur., Blaney in the erpectation that the "’mizem
would not dare o tm:eh %‘r; Rlaney if he glso had te
take on ¥r. Maughey. Sivenm all the c¢iscumstances

¢ Tre Fitt heores th: t‘w nzhlis Agcounts Comelttee
will make a t‘*arw@ exz=instion of the Fund and let
the chips fa.ll where thev may. As noted earliew
L 8 ?itt is satisfled that ¥y, Devlin acted with
sronriety and be is not afyaid of 3 full investigation.
g;‘ite alearl*g hw:te;: sy, ’amlin from ﬁgﬁ m&iﬁ

uSiNes. n 2 Bre Machory.

truztes, ¥T. Fitt has a cartain swepathy as he feels
that he was also lad inte matbiag o did not fully
appreciate at the time. He is 2 sciiciior and risks,
among other things, belns disbarred.

shen T asked Vr. Fitt whother he was concerned thot

other innccent seople might be hurt by the disclosure
ﬁtm&:msmntdmathém&uwt.m

if it havooned, the ilmcortant thing to his mind is to expose
the sosturings of ¥y, Xannedy snd the Yelly brothers who
have led many reople asiray and have caused desath and
suffering in ghette areas of Belfast and are still

inwslved in doing sed

He azdded that he understicod that several reople had
been aporosched in vecent days to ﬁr receipts for
aartsaft&n“‘xmia erder to conceal what ruu 3ll
done with them. He himself was approached in b 4
and refused. ‘Ye also méarsmﬁs that midnxaﬂm
has bean mhy%.maéy mwmsmm
approach e, Careet Titzoerald in the hoee of

pmdadlng him "o ge but, knowing Carret
Fitzgerald’s m:taﬁ:.m. e had no doubt that this would
£311 if indeed it is ove:s wmptaﬁ.

. . F ew
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In mmgzng. Fiti's pogition is that a most thorough investigation
{s justifizble and that carefsl distinctions should te made as

betunen the trisises.

dp, Fit: then discussed the Taolssach®s solicy in relatiom e

_ thg Nerth, e said that his owm view wass ~ and here I quote
uim exactly - "social justice will desiroy unionism®. Ve
antad hat the Taoiseach aprearsd to be working along the same
lincs. In this respect his refersnce to ¥ajor Chichester Clark
in his UM speech was -clewser politles”. ¥r. Fitd s3id that,
as a secialist, he had little symathy with the policles of
Tianna Tall but, in regard to the Horth, he certainly hoved that
the Taoiseach's nclicies would prevail.

e then went on teo say that, so {ar as he was concerned, the
social Demoerst and Labour Farty would mot formally link igself
with the Irish Labour Sardty. His persomal syspathies lie in
tvat direeticn but his political view, as leader of the SOLP,
ig that it should alwavs be In 3 positisn fe lialise with the
Covernment of the day in Dubllin. . Me asked me to comwey this,
togother with his other cosrents, to the Taoisegch.

On the NaecRopy Rencrt he told me that he had just received
information that the Stormont Cablnet is split on what should be
she gontents of a Thite Paper which is te be published next
Thursday morning. He 'mdewstands that ¥r. Brian Faulkney is
unhapry as not snough concessions are made to the right-wing.

tp .mderstands (we alsc undersiand separatsly as is clear from
sur discuseions st officlal lavel in London on 4th Decerber)
that PH will not be included In the local government package.
His opinion Is that ™R will be regommendad by the Srowther
Comeission on the Constitution for Stommont isgether with a
doubling of the number of seats In Stormemt, In this respect
the SOLP will cartainly demand =malilieseat PR - 3s ¥y, Pif? said,
‘the same system as you have In the Republic”. This alse is in
aecord with the viaws develoosd here and pressated in London on
more *han one cccasion., T nromised to send Fr. Filt some material
on the DR systam which would demonstyate that there is no such
thing as single-seat R which, he 1s afraid, the Unionists will
try to put over. The genaral view of the SILP on MacRorxy is
that they will fight 2gainet any major deviatiocn from it.

re Pitt told me that he has geod relations with r. Burrouuhs.
The SDLT will arepare next week a mumber of names of sul
minerity representatives for the Housing Councll to be sot B
snder the iousing Cxecutiwve Act. The SDLP are reasenably
satisfipd with the sesult of the debstes am thst act but

*y thing depends on how it is adeinisteved”. cartainly the
snl? is row alive to the necessity for getting the right k&
zminorily representatives on publie boards of his kind.

#r. Titt had gone through all these subjecis, chooging his own
order, befors wentloning the Tasiseach's warning about the
sossibility of intormment. On this subjecl ke said that the
Soposition in the Worth had orvsat difficalty as detentlon without
trial was 2 weapon freguently and suthlessly used 2gainst the
minority bv the Unlonist Covernment. He pdersiond, ag 2 perIon
encaned in rolitics, that a Severnment camnet choose nat 1o govem.
17 vy, Lynch found himself in a cosition where he had te threaten
internment s0 as %o shew extremist elements that they could ast
ride rough-shot ower the Irish Tovernment In pursuit sf policles
which cresily demaged the minexity in the Harth and set back the
sossibilities of national rewnifization, ¥r. 214t thorcughly
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syepathiseds. In his nosition however he could not sav so
rigblicly and micht ewen have io sxpress cbiections in prineiple.
He cartainly hoped that the Taoiseach wesld not actually have 4o
carry cut his threat and would he forced $o ¢riticise him if he
41d but in that ease he woild de so reluctanily and without
retting his heart into it. e hoped thet the Taolseach would
amderstand his nosition in this respect, He anticipated alse
that the STLY would not take 2 party stond op the matier so as

to avoid zdding to the Taoissach's troublss, If detentions

srs confined o the sort of seorle whom everyone knows ave
dancercus trouble-makers this would, of course, sase the situation
but even in these circumstances ne »olizficsl leader of the minority
in the Morth ecould endorse ihe action in view of theilry particular
sitiztion and the history of the use of the Special Powers Acts.

T thought 1t advisable to put It 2o ¥r, FIit that -

{1} Covernments “ere, irrescsctive of -~olitical rarty.
have had yecoureas to dedtention In twouikled times
before and that in ne ecase had avwy subetantial
argueent been made that the detentions went
the minimum lisits necescawy or bovond the zctual
seenle salf-adrittedly snoaned in vialont activity,
This nut dotention here in a vexy differsat catsgory
from detention without 2rxiszl under the Special Powers
acts which were directed agalinst notential leadewshir
of one~third of the eomremity In the North;

{13} Peossibly the Taciseach's sirtement of Friday 4th December

¢ had been wis-intewnreted, Mile T had nd epecial

{ ¥mowledar in the satter oy Internretation weg that the

| Taoiseach was saving, that 2iven ihat the Covermment have
set their face acainst vidlence 'erth and South In a
conseiszes detersination +0 make roscikle the eonditieons
which would lead to reanificziion by peacef:) memns in
due time, any creup of mecrle whe spozoed in viclence
in defiasnce of that colicy would rav for the consequences
of thelr activities and, 1f norral legsl rrocadure proved
to be ineffective, a3 was the cowse in the past, the
Sovernment woild not shyint frem Intarrment. If the
Taoliseach's warning were read in that way it would not
necessarily iaply an imminent Preoclamation and certaind
would not iastify charces that the Covernment were cgetting
orepared to tyaenle onoall civil rights,

#r. Titt sald that this latter sroment gx-lained the position move
glesrly teo him than he hod undowstond and left him in a happlex

frame of mind., I added that this wes 3 purely personal interpretatic
and T had no imowlgdge of the kind on which the Taciseach relied

when he made his statement and did not wish €0 ke faken as
representine the Taoliseach'’s mind en this subisct but I thought that
;iif gmihi 1i%y that this i3 what the Taclseach meant ghould not be

¥hen T was lesvine, Mr. Fitt again thanked me for coming to see him
and asked me to recaert his remarks on all the subjects mentioned o
the Taclseach. e hoped that we would kees in touch, in the
digcroet manner in which we had made comiact, so that Nerth and
Seuth would not get “out of nhase” on matters of vital Intevest

to the future of the coumtry.

o -y
cf’g £
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