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SDLP ' s proposals on Uw COlJ).cil of lrel...;r.d's role: i n thQ Clrc:,J of 
* 

pnJ icjng and rclat~1 matters t The SDLP wo~ld like an early response 

on \.II" Co\' 2rnment' Set ti t udc to these proposa 1.s. 

2 < LC,iW c.i nd order <.1nd pol ic :L1I9 is t he onl y s uoj ee t wh ic h h ~i s bQf'n 

c on,~ 5.dcred i n ~ ny de t ai l dt th is week's i ntel -pdrL y meet. j nqs dnd ,1 

(c:or:f.jdc:ntial doeumel'L by t he JiI Offie~·r{i\flne~: Ir.jl':<iS g:;' VC!1 'J;() t>~ 
part.ic5 a t a mco-c ing on 16 Oetob(~:c I1 t o f<.1 e i llt. dt.(: dis c ussi ull\i. Ttw 

dis cU ~5 i on WclF des crj be d by Humc a s to ug h and to t he po int t hough 

all sidrJ :-... rn d J ~,in9 d(~ s p erat e out s ucce ss ful effo r t s to ke 2p t he 

t crnp~~ rutur0 c:~ low a!'~ possible . As .f a r uS the SDL I' i s C O ! lc~l' :>ad, l:',·· 

sign i f ic a r.t po lot in the di se u s ~;lon wa 5 a st at ern l'!n'.; by H J.~t':i cJE 0 rcJ I t i) 

whi.:::h Faulkn er subse~uentJ.y a ss e nted, that ny,r!1 Cl t. we Vld nt i s a m0 cll o:i'~~> 1 

to fO!'ffid lis0 co-op0r'c.ttion on policing be twee n the No r th a. nd th~ S OI)t;'I' 

taken a full note of the words US ed). (Oath Devlln ci nd Hu me had 

~9cth~J~ \"1 th pa rcj91'oph 7 con s J d C:. l~ c.l L :. '{ 1 
~-

r':lL, Gd SDLP hop e s. thut some compromis e VJD.l be possible on th 2 pol ic· ' 

q1lestion provid0d tnat Dublin is prepare d to supf.'ort the r,r.op o ~;'''J l th.,', 

a COUTlciJ of Irelar;d should helVG <;0fi10 role in rC'J.iJtj. on to po l i.c i ng 

No:c Lil nd South. FurLh<..;j' inter-pc.Jrt.y discusd.on s on polic in <:l dr~ t n 

t.ake plc:.cc on 18 and 19 Octobe r and Wh:itelaw ha s indicated thdt h>~ 
'1 

JOuld lib:? to bn ubJo to issue c1 stateme nt on 19 Oc t oooX' to ':l hj.c h ~li 

~ I' ' ~ . . l ' ' . . t . l . • ~~ jJar " J.cs eou u .u:o :!. c a C c.l g),G cnl\= n ·I~ . 1'h'c> -:.. ... 'ulf) eXI-'c''''t ... 0 r ,·~ ' - ~ "f',,,, ~; \"... - - " r ' .. ' "'" - I... ~.~ .L.. .. l I\.'. 

text of t.h5.s s tatc rr,ont on 19 October d .m. dnd HUr.J 0 will tel f'p,:cr'~" i \' 

LfJ In 0. to cna bl e U ~; to ha v e cl a uic k l eok a t it befor t~ the SDLP cr,r':', i lJ • 

t l)'~ IfI ~, c·] \ ' C' S co j t c 
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r 
t h ef rer.c e c: to th 5 JL.ject in t!le fJU)' ; c statem '/ t , 

" 50 i Lhi.:> \ 

1.. ~ Ild 

4. The SDLP's profosa 1r- on poJ. 1cing (i\nncx I ) \'Gre d (Jfl.cd in rr.y 

prer.enc.e by H UflC c.nd agreed to wi tllout cl 11U~ nur by Dev 1 in. Tl.e ~ u~.j 

huu been discus[,cd d t Cl full PcJr.ty rneet i/Ig tllclt morning dt wh ich 16 

of the 19 Assembly lTlC!n w.re pre~ent ( the (Jbscnt~u s V'.'crc Fi t.ts 

Gilles p:i G a nd CULTie ) a r d the gencnc..ll l ine of th~ document had bct;;n 

drproved th e r e. One of t he main influences on t he p~rty ' s J • • 
Cu .. 5 C 1 S S lOll 

W<.iS the 21:. t 'J c\1cd docume nt (Anne x 1J' ) whi ch I kno l'V to hc..l ve been 

preparod by Mr. Chdl'les f!jll, B.L . , dltho llg h th i s vVJ S not tolc' t o 

me by Humc or Devlin. ([.11'. Hill i s well known both in l'oreigI1 Affu.ln 

and to Mr. Quigley of the /'\ttorncy Gene ralIs Off tce and he hus been 

of assistaflce in the context of th e St rasbourg cdse). 

5. The SDLP are generally pleased with the Assembly proceedings to 

ddte, mainly because of tlle obvious dissension between the ~rious 

shades of unionism. They do not expect, hm /ever, thclt Fdulkncr \/1J.1 

IJ~ ab',? to persu~de his followers to vote dga.Lnst either the PJ~d)"l~ r 

for the Queen or the con~roversidl symbols of the m~ce! serqe~nt-at-

arms and spedker ' s vJig and at the moment they expect to have to I 

. swallow complete defeat on these issues. Because of F~ulkner's 

appclrent wi11in9~ess to concede on more fundamental questions, they 

are prepared to accept this defeat, particulclrly ~s they think it 

will help him win the cru~ial vote of confidence at the Unionist 

Pdrty meeting on 23- October. Hume rates Fdulkner ' s chances of \·,rin'·jj.r 

that vote at 60/40. He is, however, now'somevvhat worried about 

B!'adford who is going rflund bemoaning the fact th.Jt even if the 

Assembly dnd Executive get going, they will in reality have very .U.t i ~ 

power and Hume detects thJt Bradford may now be making a bid for 1.11 e 

support of the Tdylor and othe.r more-power-for-Ulster UDr type s in 

his efforts to oust Faulkncr from the leadership position. HU',le 

not think he will sLlcceed )ut that he might do ~uf[ lC.1 cot ddffl J t]0 
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t 'I • n r' s ~ '~L.;. tion C 'cn mon.! 

I ' I J of tLl oPI.lort.ufl~ty of ·t llt .. ! lo ... cUng ·10 gct :n:orl 1 

lU ,cd t:d p lr1.ite confererH"cu They l10v no "(rung vic\.'s on wh .I. 

it. SllOvld oe held dnd from" prdcticdl /Joint of view fccl tl.c...r ·,.nl· 

Uc1 no olJjcctien to a B.citish. venue. Tlwy would like, hO\'J.)\'e..r, th t 

Lhe conference be jointly ho~)ted by the two sover.eign goverl.llents 

(lnd they are adarncmt that it should not be chairc-:d by <.l British 

peibon. If agreement on un "eminent intcrnationr;.:l figure, p .. ~fert<b.ll 

Cl 5tCltesfJlan" cannot be reached s then the I.jUestioll of rotdtion sho,;J.d 

be considered. Th ey would probab~y h~ve a delegation of three 

ncgotibt ors and some advisers ~nd hope that someone, prcferahly 

Dublin , would help thc..m out wi tl1 secretarial serv ices . Tl,ey #wculd 

porticip~te as a party and not as pa r t ef a prospective NI Executi0~. 

Th ey wou ld li ke a verbatim t c /~t of t he proceedin9s or l1c..d .. hj ng - 'Lh:].t: 

Qxperie nce of summary _repo rts ha s, they su id, been disa st rous. In 

r egard to t he agenda , t hey see no wa y i n ~hich po l ici ng could be 

clvoi de d sinc e it is en int egrd l part of the act ion uga in st terrorism 

which para. 112(c) of the Whit e Paper en ' isa ges as a su bject for 

discussion at the conf erenc e . 

7. Despit e the fact that there had been a major urmy lift i ng opera­

·tion in Belfast from 4.00 a.m. that morning and m0 5t of the sevente en 

persons lifted we r e from the west Belfast areu which was where I 

spent most of my visit, the gener a l atmosphere was calm. There 

seemed to be no panic acLivity either at Paddy Devlin 's hou se or ut 

the CeDe or ALJ offic e s and indeed Paddy Dev1in eX/ .Iressed hims elf oS 

being delighted with the army operation. They ha d, he suid, gone 

for the known "troublem;Jkers" who while they were not acti'/e th ell:­

se lves were th e very people who were sending youngsters out to t ~~e 

pot s hots at the soldi ers. To some extent at least this f 2e lins r:lu:d .. 

have been sha r ed by th e community at large which seemed to be going 
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", 
. n I r s 0 ~J t. G \" J n d t 11 ( f Cl 11 5 '" ire c 19 11 

no .. ' 01 cv ryw, [C t sllop~) nd gclr q(~S llre OP'11 in the ( ford n9 

nd the cabd et Clt the D no' 11 Rest ~Iunt on the Glen Ho in 

I ndcrson~t.o\'ln seei'wd t 0 c1row cl full house. 

t v J ./ / 

.§c:!ll-2on 1 0.0. • 

.3 8 Oct ob£.£..t.-) 9710 
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