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I had o three hour session with John Hume and Paddy Devlin in
fast on the evening cf 17 October, 1973, Our discussion cent:

W mainly on the inter-party telks on the formation of an NI Executive,
the arrangements for a tripJdrtite conference end the recent meetings
cf the Assembly. Mr. Hume &lso gave me, for transmission to the

Taoiseach as arranged at the meeting between the SDLP and the Teoiscuc

and Ministers on 12 Cctober 1973, a document (Annex I) cutlining the

| SDLP’s proposals on the Council of Irelund’'s role in the area of
| .
F ~. policing and related matters, The SDLP would like an early response
: on the Government’s attitude to these proposals.
i

2. Law and order dand policing is the only subject which has been
considered in eny detall at this week's inter~-party meetings and a
o
éf;O'Tldrqthl document by the NI Office J(Annex Ill{wag given to thss
parties at a meceting on 16 October “"to facilitate discussion". The
discussion was descriﬁéd by Hume as tough and to the pcint though with

all sides making desperate but successful efforts to keep the

temperature as low as possible. As far as the SDLP is concerned, the
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significent point in the discussicn was a statement by bradford, io
which Faulkner subsequently zssented, that "what we want is a mechanis
to formalise co~operation on policing between the North and the South”

_(Both Devlin and Hume had taken a full note of the words used). This

f I#;gethur with eeragraph 7 of the NI Office documentfhas considerabl ”J
é- . raised EDLP hopes thut some compromise will be possible on the police
{3’_ question provided tnat Dublin is prepared to support the proposal thai
f . a Council of Ireland should have some role in relation to policing

i North and South, Furlher inter-party discussions on policing dre to

é take place on 18 and'19 Qctober and Whitelaw has indicaled thet he

E' would like to be able t; issue a.statement on 19 October to which «ll
? the parties could indicste agreement., The SDLP expect to pe given thi
i text of this statement on 19 October a.m. ond Hume will telephcne it
%{ | to mé to enable us to have a quick leok at it before the SDLP comni

gi ~ themselves to it.
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references to the subject in the public statements,

so far this week been virtually no discussion on a Council

4, The SDLP's proposals on policing (Annex I) were drafted in my

-

presence by Hume and agreed to without a muriaur by Devlin. The subiec
had been discussed at a full party meeting that morning at which 16

of the 19 Assembly men were present (the absentees were Fitt,
Gillespie and Currie) and the general line of the document ‘had been
approved there. One of the main influences on the party's discussion
was the ettached document (Annex I1III) which I know to have been

prepared by Mr. Charles Hill, B.L., although this was not told to

i
3
|
1

me by Hume or Devlin, (Mr. Hill is well known both in Foreign Affairs

and to Mr. Quigley of the Attorney General's Office and he has been

é of assistance in the context of the Strasbourg case).

_1 -

i 9. The SDLP are generally pleased with the Assembly proceedings to
i date, mainly because of the obvious dissension between the various

shades of unionism. They do not expect, however, that Faulbner will

be able to persuade his faliowers to vote against either the prayer

for the Queen or the coniroversial symbols of the mace, sergeant-et-

e

arms and specker’s wig and at the moment they expect to have to
. swallow complete defeat on these issues. Because of Faulkner's

apparent willingness to concede on more fundamental questions, they

are prepared to accept this defeat, particularly as they think it

will help him win the crucial vote of confidence at the Unionist

ST

Party meeting on 23 October. Hume rates Faulkner's chances of winning
that vote at 60/40.'.He is, however, now somewhat worried about
@ Bradford who is going rpund bemoaning the fact that even if the
Assembly and Execulive get going, they will in reality have very litti]

power and Hume detects that Bradford may now be making a bid for the

support of the Taylor and other more-power-for-Ulster UDI types in

S

his efforts to oust Faulkner from the leadership position. Hume does

[

net think he will succeed but that he might do sufficient damage to
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i Faulkner's FOSITLION even more.

I ovuiled of the opportunity of the meeting to get informal,

preliminary reactions from Hume and Devlin on some aspects of the

L}

proposed tri partite conference. They have no strong views on where
it should be held ¢nd from a practical point of view feel there would
be no objecticn to a British venue, They would like, however, that
the conference be jointly hosted by the two sovereign governments

and they are adamdnt that it should not be chaired by a British
person. If agreement on an "eminent internationgl figure, ‘preferably
a8 statesman"® canndt be reached, then the question of rotation should
be considered. They would probably have a delegation of three
negotiators and some advisers and hope that someone, preferably
Dublin, would help them out with secretarial services. They would
perticipate as a party and not as part of a prospective NI Executive.
They would like a verbatim text of the proceedings or nothing = theiz

experience of summary .reports has, they said, been disastrous. In

,
i

regard to the agenda, they see no way in which policing could be
avoided since it is 2n integrul part of the action against terrorism
which para. 112(c) of the White Papér envisages as a subject for

cdiscussion at the conference,

ﬁ 7. Despite the fact that there had been a major army lifting opgram
‘tion in Belfast from 4.00 a.m. that morning and most of the seventeen
persons lifted were from the west Belfast area which was where I
spent most of my visit, the general afmosphere was calm. There

s seemed Lo be no panic activity either at Paddy Devlin's house or at
the CCDC or ALJ offices and indeed Paddy Devlin expressed himself as

being delighted with.the army operation. They had, he said, gone

T

i for the known "troublemgkers" who while they were not active them-

i selves were the very people who were sending yocungsters out to take

! pol shots at the soldiers. To some extent at least this feeling must
’! have been shared by the community at large which seemed to be going
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