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L1« 3By a fortunaie coincidence, I travelled on a London~-Selfast

£1ipght on 1Eth Hovember, 1973, with ir. Gerry Fitt H.Pe Ducs U0
congestion at Londen Airports we were an hour sitting in tac planc
near the runway hefore take-off and I therefc®2 had wn oppordinity
to have a $vwo hour discussion vith nhime e was his usual checriul,
frank self and was cptimistic snd olmost elated by the prospects of
early agreenment on the formaticn of an Executlve, whe resoluiion
of the contentious questions and the holding of & tripartitc
conferznce. ie had seen Vhitelaw informally al dinnex cn 1Zth
November, formally st Stormont on 13th Movember and informally in
the Vestminster corridoors on 15th November. He was in no doubd
that Whnitelaw was snzious o leave the Northsrn Ireisndé post
dmmediately and thet it was this and not the mesiting of the Ulstex

Unionist Souncil which had been vrimarily resnonsible for the olr of

20 Fiti down-played the significance of the Whitelaw dinner on
12th Novexber. He said thet the ruests were Nernler, Barry Shaw
(Director of Public Prosecutions) himself and their respechive wives.
Becguse of bombs and road-ovlocks, Fitl and his wile errived Zs5 nowrs

- " . . 5L a4 N — 4.5 & g gy
LWl Oy WACL DLlS eald nosd and oshed gueste

gore Min srsat Doomi
The dinner stanned laie, much wine was consuamed and scme Iranl:
talking took plsce. Next day, the three perty leaderg met Vhitelaw
separately. Fitt told Vhitelaw he was there to llsten %o prouoselis

end bring then baeck to hisg party. Whitelew told him thabt Faullmer

had to have 2 majority on the sxecutive dui that the S.Del.?. could

nave “everyihing celse'. Vhitelaw then proposed a d-4-1 sllocoviin
but with an additional £ifth vost of chief whip foxr the SeDelers
The holder of this pest vould citend Executive mestings, be pald an

" / - 3 iy s oy == -1
alary . have no Department of hiz ovm end have no voie on

the Execuiive. Yhitelow "strongly hinted" that since the holder of
the post would have o be accepicble to Faulizner, the mest suitable
candidate zseemsd to be Eddie HoGrady *%J commanced wide respect
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Of the four S.D.L.Ps Executive posts, one would be thet ol Deputy

Chielf Ixecutive mithout specific Departmental responsitbilitics and

tne other three would involve suvstantisl Departmenats. Fitt reported
these proposals to his negotisting team on 1Lth Noverber end ke
thinks they reected favourably. There was cne unfortunete
nmisunierstending which complicated consideration of the Proposalise
Paddy Devlin got it into his head that the £ifth S.DeL.Ps post of Chicx
?:hip)iasan% Il:;ehlrnéacted violently against the vhole deal. A Nerthern
Irelend 6ffice officiel was prevailed on to telephone Devlin to
clerify the matter of the f£ifth post and it wes eventually agreed that
the negotistars would go to Frank Cooper on 16th November, ask for

the proposels to be repeated end the cormitment on the contentlious

iesues to be put in vritinge.

3, TIitt hed met Whitelaw at Vectminster on 15th November and thougn
Fitt dld not directiy say sc to me it seems that he may have indicated
thet the S.D.L.P. were generally well disposed itowverds the nronossis.
tihitelaw went into some more detall on tvo matiters. On the holding

of the iripartiic conference, he sa2id there were legal difrficulties

in excluding "Paisley and company" end thet the situation was nci

3

made any easier oty tne fact thet the proposcd Exscutlive would nct
be toking part in the Conference on the basis of an arreed policy
on basic questions. VWhiiclaw wae thereforc inclincd fto the view
that there was @o way of leaving “Paisley and company™ ocut of the
invitation list. On a second natter, Yhitelaw asked Fitt what his
views were on the way oub in relation to detention and agaln Fiti
geve me the imprescion, althcugh he did not directily say so, thot
he told Vhitelaw that he was "100% on the b2ll"™ in his present lisi
£ detoineess Fitt seid he did not want to advise talking the risk
of releasing from Long Kesh people of the type vho had killied his
riend Paddy Wilson - (Boia Vhitclaw end Pitt g“eu, gccoriing to
Fitt, on who tae ringleader of the group vwho stabbed Wilson is and
apparently he was Lifted shortly a te" the killing) and he implizd
that he agre=ad with Vhitelaw that vhat would probebly catisfy the

SeDsLeP,s position was & formul.a under vhich there would te e
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eomitment to phese out detention as thie security siitusticen inprovede.

Lo After the meeting between the S.D.L.P. end Northern Iveland
Office officials (Frank Cooper end Jemes Allen) et Laneside cn

16th Novemper, I met Hume, Currie, Devlin and lvan Ccoper and over

e meal at the Grecnan Lodge Hotel in Belfest. They said that they
had ascked Cooper to outline Yo them tlie proposals elrescy outlinea

to Fitt by VWhitelaw and while Ccoper tried to do so, Fiti intervensd
to elaborate so often that it was difficult to distinguish between
the exect nature of the proposals end the gloss which Fitt¢ was putiing
on them. There was, according to Hume, a distinct differcnce beitviecn:
Fitt's "the S«DeLe.Ps can have everything else if they agree on the
numbers"” and Frank Cooper's "if the S.D.L.P. agrce on the numbers
eubstantial concessions will be possible on the contentions issues.

£skcd to spell out these concessions, Cooper did so as followgi-

« %Hhe Council of Ireland would have executive functions
fron the begimning and wonld alse have & parliamenialy

ticry

« on internmeni, a fermula would be found to indicate a

%

generel phnasi=ng out provided violence decrsased an

hj

olitical develoonments continuede In addition it mignt

be possible to make some gesture cn immediate reieases;

- on policing, ths Dublin Government's dccument was being
Istudiaﬁ but at inltial gignt it appsared to be
impiracticable end it was clesr that Dublin dld not fully

‘Q~’;:7' wunderatend the imovlicationg of their own prornosalse The
comaon law enforcement e€lcment in the document was,
however, interestiing. (In an effort to flush out British
reactions to our docunent which some of the S.D.L,P.
negotiators had sesn, Hume and Deylin taok the lins that
they had noi se:zn it and woniecred if Cooper could outline

and coment on it. Gooper's rewly was direct. He told

then he knaew thst within the previous two hours, the
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Ninister for Fcrcign ACT2irs had s=en lume snd

Devlin at Aughnacloy end that they must thercfore

have 8 very full piciure of the Dublin propasales

I% 1s not clear how Coopcr found cut about this meediing
so quickly and core so why he weuld Lave found it
necessary to reveal to the CoDeL. . thut Le knew ebout

it);

" on the timing of the tripartite conference, Cooper
indicated thet a viay would be found of holding it befere
the actual formation of the Executive but he did not
vraise the question of invitations tc Paisley end ccupanye
Thoee vwith vhom I was dining were clearly not avarc that
Vhiteliaw had mentioned this to Fitt and their ettitude
vos that they would like our views on it in anticlipation

of the subject bveing reiesed with them sbhortly by the

Britiche Thelr precent fzeling 1s thzt Pulsl ans
compeny should noi be inviied as tislr presence might

reduce the prospects of agreement on a sirong Council
but before coming to a final decisicen, they would like

to know our viewse.

5¢ At the end of %he 16th November meeting with Frank Cooper =snd
James Allen, the S.DeL.P. asked for a document which would contain
the proposals slready outlined orally and when iv vas indicated that
guch a docnument would probably be given to them by noon on 1ith
Novenmber, they told Cooper thait they would call & meeting of their
Assenblynen and party cxzecutive for the afteincon of 18th Novenmber
end night be in a position to give some preliminary reaction to ths

proposals at the inter=-party talks on 19th November.

6, ‘there was considerable discussion during my meal on 16th
November with my S.DeLePes contacts on the Alliance Party situation.
That party is epparently very unhappy with the offer of one seat in

the Ixecutive and has ssked the S.D.L.Pe¢ for support in its bld for
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o secend seats Hune seecmed to fecl thot Alliance could be disvensed
vivh even though their support would be essentisl for e majority in
the Assenbly. His calcvlaticn vwzs that there werld be no substantial
issue on vhich Unilonists and 8,DL.P. would evgrec vith vhich Alliance

could disspree snd that they weuld thercfore have to ewallow their

,-l.

pride and- either take the cne sest of fered ~ he weuld lavowr Ziving
then a substantial portfolio = or take no zeat und Dlay e ccnstructive
role in the Assembly. Devlin and Currie, cn the other nend, feli

that the Alliance Parity was an importent ally for fthe 8,D.I..P. end

that they chould do "everything nossibie® %o ensure thrt they were

9]

enublad to participate in the Executive., Clezrly ithis is one of th
issues vhich will be discussed at the special meeting of the SeDelePo,

¢alled Tor 13th Hovember,

Te The S«D.L.P« have been asked to see Carrington when he vieilis

Belfast on 19th Nevember and they have acreed o 4o B50. IThgy are

somevnat led by the tinmine and purnose of the vieit but think

the object may be to have Carrington explain to them in defall and
in confidence the difficulties about immediztely releesing the

dotalness.

Sedn Donlon

17th November, 1973.
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