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15th February 1974 |?l£’,,,/

Dear Assistant Secretary bﬂJKIDT*-iIH-

With reference to the final sentence of your letter
of 1lst February, I am enclosing a report which gives
an assessment of the publicity campaign being waged
on behalf of the Price Sisters and the cther
prisoners convicted at Winchester last year. As
you will gather from the report, the coverage in
the British press has been considerably less than
that in its Irish counterpart.

We shall let you have from time to time an indication
of the number and type of enquiries we receive on the
vosition of the prisoners.

Yours sincerely

.<§‘§”i:3LL€€;4F’nAUL

Ambassador

=

Mr, C.V. Whelan
Assistant Secretary
Department of Foreign Affairs.
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. Publicity Campaign concerning tha Price sisters,
Hugh Feoney and Gerard Kelly

Attempts have been made by two organisations in Britain to
promote a publicity campaign on behalf of Irish prisoners
convicted of political offences. These organisations have
however differing objectives,

The Irish Political Hostages Committee (I.P.H.C.), which was
formed in early December 19735, has the following as its
objectives:

(1) that all Irish people imprisoned in Britain for
political offences should be given a speciel status;

(i1) that prisoners from Northern Ireland should be
transferred to prisons in Northern Ireland.

The Joint Action Committee (J.A.C.) was formed at the end of
Dacember 1973 and its objective iz to have the four hunger
atrikers transferred to prigona near their familios in
Northern Ireland and to have the forced feeding stopped. It
claims to beﬁaon—political bumanitarian orgenisation.

‘ The sentencing of the nine bombers received extensive coverage

1 in the daily newspapers of the 16th Novembexr 1973. However,

t only the Guardian stressed that eight of the nine had gone on
a hunger strike and listed the prisoners' various demands. The
Guardien continued tc monitor developments with several erticles
towards the end of November.

d The I.P.H.C. does not appear to have made any impact during
the month of December except for the Irish Poet which devoted
E LAﬁhrea articles to the formation of the I.FP.H.C., its objectives
; s é;ﬁ_and its initial activities. The Sunday Observer and the
L

Ay, CGuardian both had long articlee analysing the principles of
- 9‘“"‘/\& "+ forced feeding and its nistory.

Publicity for the hunger strikers intencified in January with
b the formation of the J.A.C. and its claims that the condition
H of the hunger etrikers and in particulayr Dolours Price was
: rapidly deteriorating and that she might be in danger of
' dying. It ig obvious that the J.A.C. at this stage embarked
on & publicity campaign not only of issuing leaflets grossly
exaggerating the condition of the hunger strikers and the

Youlwns
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i treatment they were recelving but also of lobbying MP's and

. Journalists such as Pater Chippindule, who has written most

of the many articles in the Guardian on thig subject, 1t is

of interest in this commection that the London Editor of the
Irish Indepcndent mentioned to lir Gallagher that both he and

the Iditor of the paper (Aidan Pender) had to tell

& reporter at the Independent's London office, to discontinue
Writing unnecessary articles about the hunger gtrikers and only
to report on new developments.

In early Februery, once i@kwas revealed that the hunger strikers
were in good condition, publicity about their case began to

tail off,

In general it may be said that the publicity eampaign has no%
been wvery successful, possibly because of the folloving factors:

(1) The JAC and the IPHC seriously dameged thelr case
by cxeggerating the phycical condition of the hungeor
strikers and by alleging rough treatment at the
hends of prison officials.

-
[N
[ R
——

Two MP's (Dr Tom Stutiteford and Mr Derek Coombs)
vigited the Price sisters and theixr report efterwards,
on the condition of the Sisters and their relationship
with ths prison officials, received wide publieity and
raised serious doubts about the claims of the two
erganlsations.,

(111) Lora Longford, the Labour peer, visited the hunger
strikers at the end of Jenuary and stated afterwards
that he thought thers was no immediate danger to
their health. He also called on Lord Colville of
the Home Office and, although he was promised & review
of the visiting restrictions in the case of Teeney
and Kelly, it was made quite clear to him that a
transfer to Northern Ireland was out of the question.

(iv) & rarlismentary question on forced feeding on 29/1/74,
which received wide publicity, revealed that a prisoner
had been on hunger strike for 800 days and this naturally
overshadowed the case of the four Irish hunger strikers.

{v) While the British press comments on the practice of .
forced feeding have regarded 1t as degrading and
unpleasant, it has been stated, particularly in an
editorial in the Guardian on 5/2/T4, that forced
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foeding is the only course of action open to the
Home Office in this situation. It has also been
consgistently stated that the British Government
cannot afford to agree to trensfer the prisoners
to Northern Irelsnd.

(vi) The campaign has not been helped by the rivalry
“"» between the JAC and the IFPHC inspired perhaps by

Xl AR T edr differing adims and political motivations.

(vil) Another factor that should be borne in mind is that
hunger strikes are not the emotional issue in Britain
that they are in Ireland. In addition, almost all
the news editors of the national dailies, who decide
what is in effect to appear in their papers, are
extremely pro-army and would have absolutely no
sympathy for the members of an organisation vhich wes
conducting a guerilla war against it. The JAC
obvioualy reallze this and are trying Lo operate
through junior reportws- even in the case of the
Iondon offices of Irish PADETS .

It would appear, therefore, that the campaign on behalf of the
hunger strikers, while it is bound to continue, is unlikely to
generete extensive publicity unless some neyw development arises
such as genuine proof that the condition of the hunger strikers
has sériocusly deteriorated or that they have been 1llw-treated
in prison. Another publicity seeking proposal that hasg been
mooted recently is the Dolours Price should be a candidate for
8 NI soat Iin the forthcoming Westminster election.

It 1s elso of interest that (GGG - tioned to

Mr Gallegher on the 10th February that he had written to
Robert Carr some weeks ago about the hunger atrike and hae/ =

received a reply saylng a transfer to N.I. would not be in
the national interest,

Martin Burke
12th TIebruary, 1974.
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