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ChiGf Minister 

Gerard Fitt Esq MP 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Storlllont 
BELFAST 
BT/t 3TT -.. -... --:-------:: .. --'"(-.---.. .. -.-: 

:I 

. -...... . 
.. -.. _.,.. , 

Parliament Buildings 
Stormont 
Belfast BT4 3TT 
Tel. Belfast 63210 

12 April .1 97ft 

I welcomed very much the frank discussions I have been able to have 

with you and your colleagues over the last fe\\' weeks about the 
sel~icus politic2.1 difficulties now surrounding the implementat ion 

of the Sunnin gdal e Agre ement. I think we agreed ye sterday that it 

is in everybody's interest to bring this matter to a head re aso nably 

soon. We cannot allow the pl'ese nt uncertainty to con tinue, bccRu se 

it will be exploited more and more by cur various opponents. We 

must therefore seek a way aheaj which has a prospect. ef comman ding the 

support of the members of oue respective parties. 

It is against this back , round ~hat you and your colleagues have 

undertaken to make soundings ill your party over the next few dQys . I 

thougllt, thercror~, that it might be helpful if J were to set out on 

paper ,,,,-hat I see as a feasIble proposition at the present point in 

time . 

My idea is that we should by no means reject the fully-developed 

Counej.l of Ireland as an ultimate objective but that we should 

.appreciate that it can only be achieved in stages and that there is a - . . 
l imit to what can be accomplished at the ·first stage against the 

present background of public opinion . 

I would hope to be able to carry within my own p3rty a proposition on 

t h e f ollowing lines . 

We should consider the report on possible areas of co-operation 

produced by officials of the Irish Government and the NOI~thcrn Ireland 

Executive and decide in which of these areas the two Governments could 
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, From the Chief Minister 

, 
'. 

Parliament Buildings 
Stormont 
Belfast BT4 3D 
Tel. Belfast 63210 

productively \vork together. Personally I can see "'no reason why we 

should not a~ree to co-operate in respect of most of the matters . 

identified in the officials' report. We could then make a formal 

agreement with the Republic to co-operate in all these areas 

~ between Governme nts. 

At the same time wc could move at once to establish an Irish 

Councjl of Ministers with seven members from each side . This 

Council would have three principal areas of responsibility: 

(1) It would meet regularly, say every three months, to review the 

progress being made by the Irish Government and the Northern 
" 

Ireland Executive in i~plementing the various co-operative 

agreements. ..... . 

(2) It would provide the forum for consultation about appointments 

to the Police Authorities and the other purposes envisaged in 

Article 15 of the Sunningdale Agreement. 

(3) It would have the functions with regard to human rights 

envisaged by Article 11 of the Sunningdale Agreement. 
. , 

On completion of this stage we would have an Irish Council of ' 

Ministers, meeting regularly, we would have practical co-operation 

under way over a wide range of matters, and we would have the basis 

'for "identification" of the Catholic community with the police. 

Our future progress beyond this point \~uld be dependent upon the 

degree of public confidence we could create. It would certainly be 

my hope, however, that once we can show practical benefits - and 

particularly in terms of some reduction in the level of violence 

resistance to a further development of t~e concept of a Council of 
Irel and will diminish. 

'. 

If, on the other hand, we are unable to find some basis of agreement 
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.)rn the Chief Minister 

Pnrliament Buildings 

Stormont 
Belfast BT4 3TI 
TeL Belfast 63210 

between us, the inevitable outcome will be the collapse of the 

Executive. No-one can tell what will result from the chaos which 

will then ensue, but nothing 'can be more certain than ,that the 

spirit of a Council of Ireland, bringing together representatives of 
, , 

I the two tradi r.ions in willing co-operation, wi 11 not be realised. I 

know very well the considerable difficulties you are bound to 

~ experience with your own supporters if you move in the direction I 

suggest. But I hope you will feel as I do that the powel"-sharing 

Executive is the most helpful development Northern Ireland 11as seen 

in half a century, and that it wiil be a great tragedy if we cannot 

find some hasis on ,,11ich we can continue to move towards our 

ob jecti ves, even if some of them must fo r C1e time be": ng be defel'reu. 

.... --. / 
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