[RISH FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION

20 WINDSOR AVENUE BELFAST BT9 6EE NORTHERN IRELAND
TELEPHONE 01232 669458/9 FACSIMILE 01232 667620

OUR REF: DIB/GD et

25 August 1999

Mr Nigel Hamilton cc. /Ao é‘;\%l@
Permanent Secretary '
Department of Education for Northern Ireland 2; /5(4 | f .
Rathgael House /' i 3
43 Balloo Road

BANGOR Alestk

Co Down BT19 7PR

Dear N | -
Just a note to acknowledge receipt of your recent correspondence to Jim Boyce in

respect of last weeks International match between Northern Ireland and France at
Windsor Park.

[ can assure you of my equal concern, and having spearheaded the [FA’s anti-
sectarian campaign and the appointment of a Community Relations Officer, I agree

very much with your thoughts in respect of the relevant mectings vonr have mentioned.
[ therciore look forward w arranging the first meeting with Peter Holmes.

est wishes

c-o—ﬁ-—l S

DAVID [ BOWEN
GQENERALSECRETARY

A DDNAONII NE /712



FroM NIGEL HAMILTON
PERMANENT SECRETARY

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
NORTHERN IRELAND

Mr Don Allen

Chairman

Sports Council for Northern Ireland
House of Sport

Upper Malone Road
BELFAST };\
BTG SLA 'lo August 1999

uw A\
[ am writing to you in the wake of last Wednesday’s match between Northem Ireland and France,
which was so unfortunately marred by the appalling behaviour of a section of the crowd. Those who
attended, and those who watched the game on television were extremely disturbed and ottended by
the chanting and sectarian abuse. This is of major concern in terms both of the offence caused and

the unfortunate image of Northern Ireland portrayed, not least given the presence of the visitors
including the visiting Minister for Sport from the Department for Cnlture, Media and Sport.

)

[ know that the Sports Councii and the Football Asscciation niave clearlv definea poiicies which are
aimed at removing sectarianism in any form from sporting events and that you have taken a high

public profile on this matter. The Department has been strongly supportive of the implementation of
action taken 1n support of these policies. But in the light of Wednesday night’s events, I am anxious
to review the effectiveness of the steps currently being taken to prevent such behaviour, and also to
open up consideration of what further steps might be taken to put additional pressure on those
perpetrating this offensive behaviour. Part of that approach may involve legislation, but [ am also
keen to see if there is other action open to us.

[ suggest that as ai1 initial siep in this process the Chief Executive 5t the Syorts Coui.ml and the [FAL
ragether with a representative from Belfast City Council shouid mect Peter Flcimes. Niv ientinon is
that this would serve as a precursor to a meeting with the Minisier, John MecFan, whnen he retumns
from leave, which might aiso involve the Chairman of the Sports Council and the ¥ A to wihiom [
have also wntten.

[ shall ask Peter Holmes to make contact with Eamonn McCartan and David Bowen, and to discuss
with Brnan Hanna how the City Council can best be represented.

[ am copying this letter to Eamonn McCartan, David Bowen and Bnnan Hanna.
Yours sincerely

\
Ao |
NIGEL HAMILTON

e
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